
 

 



 

 
 

NORMAL CHURCH SERVICES 

Weekdays in Easingwold 

Wednesday 9.00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 3.30pm Little Seeds for 4-9-year-olds (term time, in Church):  
Contact Andrew Neville-Smith at a.nevillesmith@outlook.com for details or just turn up 

1st Sunday Easingwold 
 
Raskelf 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns 
Holy Communion with hymns 

9.00am 
10.30am 
9.30am 

2nd Sunday Easingwold Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom) 

9.00am 
10.30am 

3rd Sunday Easingwold 
 
Raskelf 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns 
Holy Communion with hymns 

9.00am 
10.30am 
9.30am 

4th Sunday Easingwold Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom) 

9.00am 
10.30am 

5th Sunday Easingwold Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns 

9.00am 
10.30am 

Details of special services held throughout the year will be listed in  
‘Services and Events’ on the centre pages 
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 Hello! 

 A year ago, I wrote about life feeling chaotic, slightly stressful, and full of anticipation 

as I prepared to move to Easingwold. As I packed up my life in Thirsk, it was hard to 

imagine what life would look like once I was settled in, or quite what the year ahead 

would hold. 

 Looking back now, I’m struck by how difficult it can be to remember exactly how we 
felt at different points in our lives. You’ve probably noticed that I tend to exist in the 
moment, and the emotions I’m feeling now have a habit of dulling the memories of the 
emotions I felt before! It’s easy to forget just how uncertain something once felt, or how 
much we worried about something that now seems quite ordinary. 

 I think that’s true to some degree for all of us, and it’s certainly true of our journeys 
with God. It’s often only when we pause and look back over a longer stretch of life that 
we begin to notice the things God has been teaching us, the ways in which we have 
grown, and the different ways he has accompanied us through different seasons. 
Sometimes we need his strength; sometimes his comfort; sometimes his challenge; and 
sometimes simply the reassurance that we are not alone. 

 As I look back over my first year here, I’m grateful for the welcome I’ve received, for 
the people I’ve met, and for the many conversations and experiences that have helped 
Easingwold and Raskelf become home. Of course, there is still plenty for me to learn and 
my wall map still shows many more paths and roads to explore, but I have a much better 
sense of the place and the people I am here to serve. I’m thankful for God’s goodness to 
me in calling me here, and I’m both enjoying what God is doing here and looking forward 
to seeing what he has in store over the coming years. 

 I know it’s easy to talk about God’s faithfulness when life feels settled, and much 
harder to hold on to that confidence when things are difficult. When we’re in the middle of 
uncertainty, grief, anxiety or change, it can be hard to see beyond what we’re 
experiencing right now. We may struggle to feel God’s presence, let alone recognise 
what he might be doing in our lives. 

 But perhaps that’s part of what faithfulness means: continuing to trust that God is 
with us, even when we cannot see it clearly. We hold on to the hope that he is looking out 
for us in the difficult times, and when we are able to look back, we may begin to 
recognise the ways in which he was there all along. That doesn’t mean every difficulty 
makes sense in retrospect, or that looking back takes away the pain of what we’ve been 
through. But it does mean that our present circumstances are never the whole story. 

 King David’s words are a helpful reminder of this for me: 

“I remain confident of this: 
I will see the goodness of the Lord 
in the land of the living. 

Wait for the Lord; 
be strong and take heart 
and wait for the Lord.” 

(Psalm 27:13–14) 



 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
 

Let’s Never Forget Their Sacrifice 

Last autumn I had the privilege of watching 

as a Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission headstone was installed for a 

member of my family. The headstone was 

for 436 Private Richard Frost of the Army 

Veterinary Corps who died in 1916. 

He had been lost to us as a family and to 

military history because he died an orphan, 

unmarried and after discharge from service. 

It was only because I found his funeral card 

in some family papers that I became aware 

of his existence.   

It took five years of research and email 

correspondence with the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission and Enfield Council  

before he got the recognition he so richly 

deserved.   

Ironically on the same day and in the same cemetery the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission installed a headstone for a 

cousin he probably never knew. 

 

 

 

Heavenly Father, help us to remember all those who have 

made the ultimate sacrifice so we can live.  Amen Sara Beaumont 

436 Private 
Richard Frost 

Army Veterinary Corps 

His cousin 
Private Frederick Frost, Royal Fusiliers 

 I love the way these words hold together both confidence and waiting. David speaks 
of trusting in God's goodness, but also of needing courage and patience. Faith doesn't 
mean that we always feel confident, or that we know how things will turn out. Sometimes 
it means holding on to the promise of God's goodness while we wait to see it for 
ourselves. 

 As I begin my second year here, my prayer is that I will continue to grow in my 
understanding of this community and in my ability to serve it faithfully. And my prayer for 
all of us is that, whatever season of life we find ourselves in, we might know God's 
presence with us: giving us strength when we need it, comfort when we are struggling, 
and hope when the way ahead is unclear. 

 And perhaps, every now and then, we might take a moment to look back, too. Not 
simply to remember how far we have come, but to notice the ways God has walked with 
us along the way. 

              With my prayers, 



 

 

 
A very sincere ‘Thank You’ to all who so kindly donated to the Children’s Society for our 

half-yearly collection in October.  A sum of £334 has been forwarded on behalf of the parish to 

this very deserving charity – a wonderful addition to our contributions in the first half of this 

year.  Well done! 

Most of us have been very fortunate to have enjoyed a stable and loving family life but many 

young people have not been so lucky, and this is where the Children’s Society steps in. Not 

only does it provide direct support where needed but it also seeks to create a positive shift in 

social attitudes towards disadvantaged children. We as a parish have supported it for many 

years and, with your help, will continue to do so. 

As a reminder, if you would like to hold a box for loose change, or would care to find out more 

or offer a donation, please get in touch.  Ian Peel (Tel: 01347 823548) 

MOTHERS' UNION APPEAL 

Celebrating 150 years 

Donations requested on Sunday November 22nd to support the Adult Literacy &  

Education programme which has been in action for over 25 years. 

Participants in a literacy circle, usually women, learn to read and write by discussing 

topics that matter to their individual lives. 

Communities around the world have benefited. As women learn they strengthen their families 

as well as themselves. 

The latest countries to take part are Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands.  

Remembrance Sunday 

8th November 

Parade will depart from the Market Place to 

St John the Baptist and All Saints Church at 10.15am 

The Church service will begin at 10.50am 
followed by a wreath laying service at the 

War Memorial at 11.50am 
 

Armistice Day 

Wednesday 11th November 

There will be a service in Easingwold Market Place at 10.50am 

A Piper will play from 10.45am 

A minute’s silence will be incorporated into the service at 11.00am 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 2026/2027 

Thursday 19th November, 2.30pm-4.30pm:  Games of Yesteryear at St John’s Parish Church 

Friday 22nd January, 6.30pm for 7.00pm: Casserole & Curry Night at The Galtres Centre 

 

Come and join us, bring a friend, everyone is welcome 

A reminder of what’s coming up in December 

The Archbishop of York, The Most Reverend Stephen Cottrell, will officiate at a special 
service at St Peter's Church, Brafferton, on Sunday 6th December, at which you are 
invited to be baptised or confirmed. 

If you would like to be baptised, confirmed, or reaffirm your faith at this service, 
please speak to our Vicar, Richard. 

Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Appeal 2026-27 
Please return your filled shoebox to church as soon as possible as they are being 

collected soon this month.  Place them inside on the table behind the door.    

If you don't feel able to fill a box, perhaps you would consider giving a donation of £5 (or more) 

to help with associated costs.  If the latter, please put in an envelope marked “Samaritan's 

Purse” and give to Chris Peel.   

Thank you to all who have  filled a box in the past and to those of you contributing in any way 

this year.  With increasing poverty around the world these gifts are so appreciated by their 

recipients.  

Images from the September visit to the 
Bakehouse at Crayke where  everyone 

enjoyed a superb variety of cakes 
and plentiful cups of tea. 



 

 

SERVICES AND EVENTS: NOVEMBER 2026  
To contact Rev’d Richard Grant, tel: 07857 007 847 

or email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org 

The Vicar’s day off is Friday 

Children are welcome at all our services  
 

Normal Services at Easingwold Parish Church 

Sunday and Wednesday 9.00am — Holy Communion 

Sunday 10.30am — Holy Communion 

Please note: on Sunday 29th November, there will be no 10.30am service 

at Easingwold but you are welcome to join the congregation at Raskelf 

for Holy Communion at 10.00am  

Services at Springhill Court, 

Manor Road, Easingwold 

Caring and Sharing Group 

will meet again on 

Sunday 1st November 

after morning service in the choir vestry 
at the back of the church. 

Do come if you feel it will help you.   

Nancy Kilburn 

Holy Communion 

Tuesday 10th November 

at 3.00pm 

in the activity lounge 

Children’s Church Services at 

Easingwold—Little Seeds 

for 4-9-year-olds on Thursdays during 
term time at 3.30pm in the Parish Church 

Please contact Andrew Neville-Smith at 
a.nevillesmith@outlook.com  

for more details or just turn up 

Open The Book Assemblies 

Thursdays  during term alternating  
between Easingwold Community 

Primary School and Crayke Church of 
England Primary School 

For further information contact 
Andrew Neville-Smith at  

a.nevillesmith@outlook.com  

Sunday 1st November 

All Souls Service at 4.00pm 

 

A time to quietly light a candle 

and remember loved ones 

Sunday 8th November 

Remembrance Sunday 

Holy Communion at 

9.00am 

Remembrance Service 

at 10.50am 

Sunday 29th November 

Advent  Carol Service at 4.00pm 

accompanied by the Deanery Choir 



 

 

Sunday 1st November: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

Sunday 15th November: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

Bible Conversations 

The next meeting for Bible Conversations will be on 

Tuesday 3rd November 10.00am to 11.15am 

at 11 Whiteoak Avenue, Easingwold 

Please arrive early so we can start promptly at 10.00am 

We are considering the letter of James. 

If you would like further information, contact Chris Peel (01347 823548) 

or Sara Beaumont (sarabeaumont.church@gmail.com) 

Sunday 29th November—Advent Sunday:  
Holy Communion at 10.00am 

Christians Together around Easingwold (CTAE) 
 

The monthly prayer meeting will be on 

Saturday 14th November, 9.00am 

at the Methodist Church 

Please join us in prayer for the local churches, the community and the wider world  

‘In unity God will grow his Church’ 

R A S K E L F  C U R R Y  N I G H T  
FRIDAY 20 TH NOVEMBER 

at RASKELF VILLAGE HALL 

DOOR AND BAR OPEN AT 6.30PM TO EAT AT 7.00PM 

TICKETS £22 (Adult)  £11 (Child 12 years & under) 

***Free ticket if you wish to make a curry*** 

To book tickets contact: 

Judith Hawkhead 01347 824534    Pat Allen 01347 821139    Lynne Price 07807 217167 

Email:  Judith.hawkhead@gmail.com 

R a i s i n g  f u n ds  f o r RA S K E LF  C H U R C H  RE S T O R A T I O N  F U N D  

Sunday 8th November: 

Remembrance Day Service at 10.45am 

Refreshments available after the service 



 

 

From the Registers 

Readings for Sunday Morning Eucharist 

First reading Second reading Gospel  

Revelation 7.9-end 1 John 3.1-3 Matthew 5.1-12 
1st November: 

All Saints’ Day 

1 Peter 1.3-9 John 6.37-40  
1st November: 

All Souls’ Service 

Romans 8.18-25 John 16.31-end  

8th November: 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

Zephaniah 

1.7, 12-end 

1 Thessalonians 

5.1-11 
Matthew 25.14-30 

15th November: 

Second before 

Advent 

Ezekiel 

34.11-16, 20-24 
Ephesians 1.15-end Matthew 25.31-end 

22nd November: 

Christ the King 

Isaiah 64.1-9 1 Corinthians 1.3-9 Mark 13.24-37 

29th November: 

Advent Sunday 

(Raskelf only, am) 

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP NOTES 

We are all encouraged to read the Bible to help us in our spiritual journey. Where do we start? It 
is quite daunting. This is where the Bible Reading Fellowship can help us. ‘New Daylight’ is a daily 
reading of a short section from the Bible with an explanation of the reading. This helps the 
reader to understand it, and it makes life easier for us because we don’t have to find it in the 
Bible ourselves. 

Please contact Gina, either in Church or by phone on 01347 823843. She can show you examples 
and, if you decide you would like to try it, she will order it for you and deliver it. There are three 
copies a year, in January, May and September at a total cost of £16.20 for standard print or 
£19.56 for large print versions. 

Gina Smith - 01347 823843—BRF Co-ordinator  

Memorial Service 

24th September: 

Jonathan James Sargeant 

Funeral 

12th October: 

Annie Doreen Hayes 



 

 
PRAYER CORNER 

Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community, and the 

prayer corner in St John the Baptist and All Saints’ is used regularly. It is a space 

where you are able to write the names of people you would like to have 

remembered in the book there. At St John the Baptist and All Saints’, we join with 

you in your prayers for family, friends and all for whom you care.  

If you would like prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are 

struggling with anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and dedicated group of 

people will pray for you/them. 

To be included in prayers, please contact Chris Peel on 01347 823548. 

Please include in your prayers this month:  

 All Councillors serving the town and area, their meetings and decision-making;  
their arranged activities 

 The elderly living in the Park Close, Paradise Fields, Croft Close and St. Monica’s Garth area 

 Youth work in Easingwold and Raskelf; all the uniformed organisations; COZIE 

 Raskelf villagers' outreach and fund-raising activities for the church 

Petition 

 It is natural for us to pray for a safe journey or for success in our job interview or for the 

well-being of someone we love.  

 However, even though we believe that God answers our prayer – 

 “Ask and it shall be given to you” (Matthew 7) - 

there are some questions which perhaps we should ask ourselves about what we are asking.  

 Does it ever cross our mind that our diagnosis to a problem could be wrong, or that 

although we might be asking for the right thing, it might not be the right time.    What can be 

missing is humility - that complete surrender to God which pervaded all that Jesus said and did. 

His prayer was always that God’s will might be done.  

 How detailed then should our prayer requests be? In the Lord’s Prayer we are taught to 

ask simply and briefly for our essential needs: just bread and forgiveness. There are obvious 

difficulties about being too specific.  If we ask God to intervene and arrange events to suit us 

then someone else may be deprived or hurt – I might want sunshine for a wedding, whereas 

someone else may want rain for their special plants! 

 Another danger arises if we have not been aware of what God is already doing in response 

to our prayers. Perhaps we should be discovering what God is doing and be doing it with him. 

 Praying in faith means praying in the faith that we are being heard and being heard with 

love.  What is to come after is not in our hands. Prayer may have zeal, faith, persistence, all 

these splendid qualities.  But to these must be added the most vital ingredient of all, our own 

surrender to God.  

Nancy, Sara and Chris 



 

 

Are you interested in joining a lively group who simply 

enjoy being together exploring deeper into 

God’s Word for today? 

Community Bible Study is rooted in prayer and we share 

a strong desire to help all people who want to understand 

the world through the Bible. This year, over 30 weeks, 

we will be looking at Daniel and Revelation, an apt study for our present times.  

We meet at 9:30am in Kurt’s Bar, Galtres Centre, where we offer a welcoming, safe environment for 

people to share and grow together in confidence starting on Wednesday 9th September 

and following the school year, finishing on 12th May 2027. 

Why not come and try a session or two for free?  If you decide to join us we ask for a small charge to 

cover refreshments, materials and room booking.  

For further information please contact Sally by email to cbsi@dsign.plus.com 

HARVEST FESTIVALS 

AT EASINGWOLD AND  RASKELF 
Recent weeks saw us celebrating harvest and singing many well-loved 

harvest hymns at both Easingwold and Raskelf churches. 

At Easingwold, the children brought gifts to the chancel, which were later 

donated to the local foodbank. Afterwards, around 50 of us enjoyed a 

superb harvest lunch of a variety of delicious soups, rolls and scrumptious 

desserts. Thanks go to all who worked hard to provide and then serve such 

a lovely meal. 

At Raskelf, Robin told us all about RABI and, thanks to your generosity, £263 was collected 

and donated to the cause. Thank you! 

Doreen Hayes 

Last month we said farewell to Doreen, longstanding member of our church family. It was good 

to see so many friends at her funeral and the family thank everyone for their condolences. As 

you will have read in the October magazine, Doreen loved her music and embraced all genres. 

This is reflected in the following poem written many years ago by Patricia Playforth.  

 The Record Shop 

There’s a lady I know in Easingwold 

Who runs her record shop, 

Selling Country, Jazz and Classical, 

Rock ‘n’ Roll, Orchestral and Pop. 

With videos, tapes and CDs, 

All music you want to play, 

From Sinatra and Bing to Elvis, 

From Cliff to Doris Day. 

There’s music from Ireland and France, 

America, England and Spain, 

So get yourself down to the shop 

And your life will be full of music again. 

PP 

Doreen 

1961 

mailto:cbsi@dsign.plus.com


 

 
Easingwold & District u3a 

 

The next meeting at the Methodist Church is on  

Tuesday 17th November 2026 at 2pm 

when we will hear about  

The Gunpowder Plot 

by Eric Jackson 

 

The u3a offers a monthly speaker meeting and over 

30 leisure, educational and recreational activities for 

those not in full-time work. 

Visitors welcome: £2 or join our 

350 members! Only £16 per year 

easingwold-u3a.org.uk 

 

Christian Meditation 

 

Most Fridays at 2.30pm to 3.15pm at the 

Galtres Centre Function Room (upstairs) 
 

It includes periods of music and silent meditation 

 

In today's culture this is an opportunity of being together in a reflective mood 
including silence. After a brief period of spoken reflection we experience some reflective music. 
We then enter a period of silent meditation for about 20-25 minutes. Some people use a 4-beat 
mantra such as ‘Ma-ra-na-tha’ (or Come Lord Jesus), said twice, (not out loud!) breathing in and 
then when breathing out.   After this, another period of music precedes a final prayer. It doesn’t 
suit everyone but it is something worth trying. Sometimes we have a few comments, even 
laughter, afterwards! In today’s busyness people often find this simple and yet cathartic. Even 
children in school use silence as a restful experience! 

 

Perhaps give it a try? Join us, you are most welcome. 
Contact Marko Jakic - 07951 333639  

OASIS 
Coffee Morning 

Easingwold Methodist Church 

Chapel Street 

Friday 27th November:  0945-11.30 

Come and share good Fair Trade coffee, tea and biscuits, 
with great conversation and fellowship 



 

 

 

EDCCA: Easingwold District Community Care Association 
Dates for your diaries for the coming months 

 

Excursions: 4th November to Northallerton. Cost: £20 return. Coming up in December, a Christmas 
lunch (date and further information later). 

We will have our “Welcome to Easingwold and the Villages” get together on Monday 16th November 
and 21st December to round off the year. These take place in the Community Hub near the Post Office  
from 9.30am to 11.00am. Pop by, say hello and enjoy refreshments with us.  

There will be the Menopause Group that meets on a Sunday in the upstairs room of The Olive Branch, 
these will be  8th November and 13th December. This will be between 12.30pm and 2.30pm.  

Our EDCCA coffee mornings take place on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, the next ones being 
10th November and 8th December in the Lounge area of the Galtres Centre from 10.00am until noon. 

We will have virtual CAB sessions held here in the office, like doing a Teams type meeting with the 
Citizens Advice on a laptop from our office, these will take place on Thursdays 19th November and 
17th December from 09.15am to 12.15pm. 

The Citizens Advice minibus will be in the small Galtres car park from 9.30am to 11.30am on the 
following Friday dates -  20th November and 18th December. 

Foodbank/Foodshare: Available 24/7 call message line 07724 444750 

For further information on any of the above or, if you are interested in volunteering with us, 
please contact the office by telephone on  01347 822875 

or for car scheme on 01347 822598 or by email  info@edcca.org.uk 
 Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday from 09.30 am to 12.30 pm 

Books and more to your door 

Home Library and Information Service  
 

Operated by volunteers from Easingwold Community Library with the support of NYC, we 
deliver books (including Large Print and children’s books), audio books, music CDs, DVDs and 
information to the homes of people who find it difficult to get to the library. 

You may be eligible for the free home delivery service if you cannot visit the library or carry books 
because of ill health or disability, or if you are a carer. We deliver to people who live in 
residential and nursing homes, too.  

 If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please ring Easingwold Library on 01609 

534584 or email ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com with your contact details.  

One of our volunteers will be in touch. 

Parish Passes for 

York Minster 

Any member of the  Parish may obtain a 

digital pass from the PCC Secretary. 

It is valid for one person for one visit only. 

Visiting and closure times are on the York 

Minster website: www.yorkminster.org 

or by telephoning 01904 557275 

Email: 

hazelhenebury@aol.co.uk  

or phone 01347 239178 

It’s Good to Smile 

The Wisdom of Youth 

Exam Howlers 

 

In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, Adam and 

Eve were created from an apple tree. 

oooOOOooo 

 

The last book of the Bible is called 

The Book of Revolutions. 
 

From “Bloopers and Blessings” compiled by Judith Merrell  
Published by TLM Trading Ltd—ISBN 978-1-09092-22-8 

mailto:info@edcca.org.uk
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