
 

 



 

 
 

NORMAL CHURCH SERVICES 

Weekdays in Easingwold 

Wednesday 9.00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 3.30pm Little Seeds for 4-9-year-olds (term time, in Church):  
Contact Andrew Neville-Smith at a.nevillesmith@outlook.com for details or just turn up 

1st Sunday Easingwold 
 
Raskelf 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns 
Holy Communion with hymns 

9.00am 
10.30am 
9.30am 

2nd Sunday Easingwold Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom) 

9.00am 
10.30am 

3rd Sunday Easingwold 
 
Raskelf 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns 
Holy Communion with hymns 

9.00am 
10.30am 
9.30am 

4th Sunday Easingwold Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom) 

9.00am 
10.30am 

5th Sunday Easingwold Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns 

9.00am 
10.30am 

Details of special services held throughout the year will be listed in  
‘Services and Events’ on the centre pages 



 

 
PARISH OF EASINGWOLD WITH RASKELF 

St John the Baptist and All Saints Church, 
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Vicar Rev’d Richard Grant ☏ 07857 007 847 
 

Churchwardens Pat Allen ☏  01347 821139 

 Laura Varney ☏  07581 213805 
 
Retired Clergy Rev’d Robin Davill 
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Bell Ringing Alizon Leese ☏  01347 823806 
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 As I write, we have just celebrated the feast of St Ninian. One of his 
favourite metaphors was that of God’s light shining in the darkness of the world. 

 At this time of year, the image feels particularly close to home. The evenings draw in 
earlier, the mornings can begin in darkness, and the bright, long days of summer already 
seem like a distant memory. We notice the darkness around us in a very literal way. Yet 
this changing season also gives us an opportunity to think about another kind of 
darkness, and about what it means to carry the light of Christ into the world. 

 St Ninian was a missionary and evangelist who brought the Christian faith to people 
in what is now Scotland and northern England. He settled at Whithorn, in Galloway, 
where he built a small church and painted it bright white to represent the light in the 
darkness which he sought to bring. His ministry reminds us that sharing the light is not 
always about doing something dramatic or extraordinary. Sometimes it is simply about 
being willing to go where there is darkness and to bring with us the hope, love and 
compassion that we have received from Christ. 

 Jesus tells us, “You are the light of the world.” It is a remarkable thing to be told that 
we can be light for others. We may sometimes feel that our own light is very small. We 
might wonder what difference one person can make in a world where there is so much 
suffering, loneliness, uncertainty and division. 

 But a small light can make a real difference in the darkness. 

 A kind word to someone who is struggling. A cup of tea and a listening ear. A visit to 
someone who is lonely. A welcome offered to someone who feels like an outsider. 
A willingness to forgive. A prayer for someone in need. These may seem like small 
things, but they can shine much further than we realise. 

 Being light in the world is not about having all the answers, but it is about being 
present. It is about reflecting something of God's love in the way we treat the people we 
meet each day. We do not have to illuminate the whole world; we simply need to let 
God's light shine through us where we are. 

 As the darkness comes earlier and the mornings begin in shadow, may we 
remember that Christians are called not to hide from the darkness, but to bring light into 
it. St Ninian's example encourages us to carry the light of faith beyond the walls of our 
church and into the places where we live, work and meet others. 

 So, as we journey through these darker months, let us look for opportunities to be 
people of light. Let us notice those who need encouragement, welcome those who need 
belonging, and bring hope wherever we can. 

 

A collect prayer for the feast of St Ninian, from the Celtic Prayer Volume 4, 
by Ray Simpson 

God of light, who led Ninian to witness to you in a land ignorant of your ways, to establish 
a community that shone in the dark, and to pray with courage for miracles, establish the 
work of our hands that with courage we may bring healing and light into the dark places 
of our time. 



 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
 

How patient are you?   

We are told in Galatians 5:22 “But the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 

goodness and self-control” and in James 5:7-8 

he advises “Be patient brothers and sisters, until 

the Lord’s coming.  See how the farmer waits for 

the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently 

waiting  for the autumn and spring rains.  You too be patient and stand firm, because the 

Lord’s coming is near.” 

Some people have endless patience and are content with the idea that a task may take 

time while others constantly worry away at it and become frustrated when it doesn’t go to 

plan. It can sometimes be like this when we pray, especially if we think the situation is 

urgent.  However, when we pray God always hears us and will answer, although like the 

farmer waiting to know how good his harvest is, we may not be aware of 

his response for a while.  

Heavenly Father, grant me the quiet strength to wait with a 

peaceful heart when circumstances feel beyond my control.  

Amen Sara Beaumont 

A reminder of what’s coming up in December 

The Archbishop of York, The Most Reverend Stephen Cottrell, will officiate at a special 
service at St Peter's Church, Brafferton, on Sunday 6th December, at which you are 
invited to be baptised or confirmed. 

If you would like to be baptised, confirmed, or reaffirm your faith at this service, 
please speak to our Vicar, Richard. 

HARROGATE PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

St John the Baptist Church, Easingwold 

Sunday 11th October at 3pm 

Adults £15 | Students £5 | Under 16s Free  

The orchestra will be joined by Richard Fletcher as soloist 
for Schumann’s Violin Concerto. One of Schumann’s last major 

compositions, the concerto has a fascinating history: written in 1853, it remained unheard in 
public for more than 80 years. Today it offers a chance to hear a more unusual side of Schumann 
which is powerful, lyrical and deeply expressive. 

The programme also includes excerpts from Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition, one of 
classical music’s great feats of musical storytelling. Inspired by an exhibition of paintings and 
designs by Viktor Hartmann, the music takes us from playful and bustling scenes to dark 
catacombs and the spectacular Great Gate of Kyiv. 

Tickets can be purchased online via:  https://www.harrogatephilharmonicorchestra.org.uk/  

or pay at the door 



 

 

Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Appeal 2025-26 
 

Shoe boxes with an explanatory leaflet are now available in the Parish 

Church porch.  If you are able, please take and fill a box and then 

return it by 1st November.  

If you don't feel able to fill a box, perhaps you would consider giving a donation of £5 (or 

more) to help with associated costs.  If the latter, please put in an envelope marked 

“Samaritan's Purse” and give to Chris Peel.   

Thank you to all who have  filled a box in the past and to those of you contributing in any 

way this year.  With increasing poverty around the world these gifts are so appreciated by 

their recipients.  

The Church Today and Tomorrow 

 Following last month’s thoughts from the Bishop of Durham, and having read an 

article from The Times by Angela Tilby, whom I have known for some years, and whose 

opinions I believe are worthwhile, I share with you a slightly different look at the problem 

the Church of today is facing. 

 Angela believes that evangelicalism, largely influenced by American revivalists, has 

shaped the Church of England since the mid-20th century. Where there have been 

charismatic leaders with great enthusiasm, church congregations have grown, but often 

to the detriment of other churches nearby.  Central church funding was 

supplied, only if proposals could demonstrate a plan for growth, often relying on 

innovative forms of worship and the attempt to forge new kinds of church community. 

However, the result of this has been that in many dioceses the broad and inclusive 

Church of England has come to resemble a much more driven sect of religious 

enthusiasts, who see their primary role as evangelism rather than pastoral care. Angela 

says, “A revival of the C of E is possible and there are even signs of its 

dawning.  Mystery, spirituality, the awe inspired by ancient buildings, resonant liturgy and 

music, a sense of place and a new recognition of the significance of the parish may yet 

provide resources to meet the moral and spiritual challenges England faces”.  

 So perhaps, listening to both points of view, we can move forward by returning to 

steeping ourselves in Biblical teaching – especially the words and actions of Jesus – and 

thus gaining the confidence to share our faith with others in the wider 

community.  Alongside this pastorally caring for all whom we meet in the 

process, and those beyond.  

Chris Peel 



 

 

The first You & Me event of the 2026-27 calendar got off to a great start last month with 25 of 
us gathering at The Bakehouse, Crayke for tea, cakes and a natter.  There were so many 
different types of cake it was difficult to make a choice and the conversation was lively and 
entertaining.  Everyone agreed that they thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon.  

Upcoming Events 2026 

Saturday 17th October, 12.30pm: A visit to Cooper King Whisky & Gin Distillery 

Thursday 19th November, 2.30pm-4.30pm:  Games of Yesteryear at St John’s Parish Church 

Come and join us, bring a friend, everyone is welcome 

Deanery Pilgrimage 

 It was all on a sunny morning in August 

when a happy band of pilgrims set out from 

St Cuthbert’s Church, Crayke. It might have 

been a little early for some, but the day was 

bright, the temperature manageable and our 

spirits were high. We followed footpaths around 

fields and over several stiles. We climbed up 

hills and admired our stunning surroundings. We 

chatted and laughed, but most of all we kept on 

walking, until we reached Coxwold Village Hall. 

Here, with perfect timing, we rested and scoffed our picnics. 

 With our numbers boosted on our return journey, we admired birds in the sky and on 

the lake, where some greedy swans were very disappointed by our lack of food. 

We stopped off at the farm shop, where some greedy walkers were very disappointed by 

their lack of ice-cream. Our band of weary 

wanderers returned to Crayke at 4pm.  

 We all enjoyed participating in this thoughtful 

day. A day that allowed us to take time to get to 

know one another, to appreciate our beautiful 

countryside, to acknowledge the wildlife that we 

share our space with and to thank God for his many 

blessings. With thanks to Rev’d Richard Grant and 

Rev’d Katie Franks for organising.     LV 



 

 

SERVICES AND EVENTS: OCTOBER 2026  
To contact Rev’d Richard Grant, tel: 07857 007 847 

or email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org 

The Vicar’s day off is Friday 

Children are welcome at all our services  
 

Normal Services at Easingwold Parish Church 

Sunday and Wednesday 9.00am — Holy Communion 

Sunday 10.30am — Holy Communion 

Services at Springhill Court, 

Manor Road, Easingwold 

Caring and Sharing Group 

will meet again on 

Sunday 4th October 

after morning service in the choir vestry 
at the back of the church. 

Do come if you feel it will help you.   

Nancy Kilburn 

Harvest Songs of Praise 

Sunday 4th October 

at 3pm 

followed by refreshments 

 

Holy Communion 

Tuesday 13th October 

at 3pm 

in the activity lounge 

All are most welcome  

Children’s Church Services at 
Easingwold—Little Seeds 

for 4-9-year-olds on Thursdays during 
term time at 3.30pm in the Parish Church 

Please contact Andrew Neville-Smith at 
a.nevillesmith@outlook.com  

for more details or just turn up 

Bible Conversations 
 

NB: No meeting in October. 

The next meeting for Bible Conversations 

will be on 

Tuesday 3rd November 

10.00am to 11.15am 

at 11 Whiteoak Avenue, Easingwold 

Please arrive early so we can start promptly 

at 10.00am 

We are considering the letter of James. 

If you would like further information, 

contact Chris Peel (01347 823548) 

or Sara Beaumont 

(sarabeaumont.church@gmail.com) 

Open The Book Assemblies 

Thursdays  during term alternating  between Easingwold Community Primary School 
and Crayke Church of England Primary School 

To give primary school children an opportunity to hear key Bible stories told by a team of Christians 

from local churches, who present the stories during assemblies or acts of collective worship. 

Each presentation takes around 10–15 minutes and can be incorporated into a wider school assembly, 

or can be stand-alone.  

For further information contact Andrew Neville-Smith at  a.nevillesmith@outlook.com  



 

 

 

 

Sunday 4th October: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

Sunday 18th October: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

Children always welcome 

Christians Together around Easingwold (CTAE) 
 

The monthly prayer meeting will be on 

Saturday 10th October, 9.00am 

at the Methodist Church 

Please join us in prayer for the local churches, the community and the wider world  

oooOOOooo 

Monday 12th October, 3.00pm 

CTAE planning meeting at the Methodist Church 

Join us with your ideas.  

‘In unity God will grow his Church’ 

Raskelf— Harvest Festival 

Friday 2nd October at 7pm 

donations to RABI (farmers’ benevolent fund) 

Refreshments will be served after the service 

R A S K E L F  C U R R Y  N I G H T  
FRIDAY 20 TH NOVEMBER 

at RASKELF VILLAGE HALL 

DOOR AND BAR OPENS AT 6.30PM TO EAT AT 7.00PM 

TICKETS £22 (Adult)  £11 (Child 12 years & under) 

***Free ticket if you wish to make a curry*** 

To book tickets contact: 

Judith Hawkhead 01347 824534    Pat Allen 01347 821139    Lynne Price 07807 217167 

Email:  Judith.hawkhead@gmail.com 

R a i s i n g  f u n ds  f o r RA S K E LF  C H U R C H  RE S T O R A T I O N  F U N D  



 

 

From the Registers 

Readings for Sunday Morning Eucharist 

First reading Second reading Gospel 

4th October: Trinity 18 

Exodus 20.1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

 

Philippians 3.4b-14 

 

Matthew 21.33-46 

11th October: Trinity 19 

Exodus 32.1-14 

 

Philippians 4.1-9 

 

Matthew 22.1-14 

18th October: Trinity 20 

Exodus 33.12-23 

 

1 Thessalonians 1.1-10 

 

Matthew 22.15-22 

25th October: Trinity 21  

Deuteronomy 34.1-12 

 

1 Thessalonians 2.1-8 

 

Matthew 22.34-46 

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP NOTES 

We are all encouraged to read the Bible to help us in our spiritual journey. Where do we start? It 
is quite daunting. This is where the Bible Reading Fellowship can help us. ‘New Daylight’ is a daily 
reading of a short section from the Bible with an explanation of the reading. This helps the 
reader to understand it, and it makes life easier for us because we don’t have to find it in the 
Bible ourselves. 

Please contact Gina, either in Church or by phone on 01347 823843. She can show you examples 
and, if you decide you would like to try it, she will order it for you and deliver it. There are three 
copies a year, in January, May and September at a total cost of £16.20 for standard print or 
£19.56 for large print versions. 

Gina Smith - 01347 823843—BRF Co-ordinator  

Baptism 

30th August: 

Reggie Maud 

Wedding 

29th August: 

Victoria Sophie Ellis and 

Nicholas William Gilchrist Honey 



 

 

PRAYER CORNER 

Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community, and the 

prayer corner in St John the Baptist and All Saints’ is used regularly. It is a space 

where you are able to write the names of people you would like to have 

remembered in the book there. At St John the Baptist and All Saints’, we join with 

you in your prayers for family, friends and all for whom you care.  

If you would like prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are 

struggling with anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and dedicated group of 

people will pray for you/them. 

To be included in prayers, please contact Chris Peel on 01347 823548. 

Please include in your prayers this month:  

 Those unsung heroes in the area who raise money for a variety of charities during the year;  

 All who make music for our enjoyment; those who belong to the amateur dramatics;  

 All businesses situated along Long Street;  

 Raskelf village hall and its activities. 

Confession 

“Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalm 51 

In one way we can see that repentance is, or ought to be, simplicity itself.  All we have to do is 

to throw ourselves at God’s feet in penitence and receive the forgiveness, mercy and peace that 

have been freely promised to us.  That is true, yet sometimes we find this particular kind of 

prayer very difficult, for it is not really a single prayer, but a process and we may get stuck at 

either end of it!  We may not perceive that we are sinning, and so we cannot confess; or, having 

confessed, we may not be able to allow ourselves to accept forgiveness. This is a process that 

takes time in God’s presence. 

The first stage is Admission. We need to allow ourselves to perceive not just what we have 

done or not done, but what the flaws and muddles and conflicts are in our inner being.  This is 

not a matter of morbid introspection but of desiring to share our lives with God as truthfully as 

we can – of humbly sitting with God and allowing his light to permeate our responses.  When we 

find ourselves repeatedly falling short in a particular area, we need to ask why.  We realise, that 

before we say the prayer of confession, perhaps we need to prepare ourselves to do so. 

Secondly comes the prayer of Contrition, when we are truly sorry for the sinner we are. The love 

which gives rise to the sorrow of contrition is also the love which gives us the assurance of 

forgiveness, and saves us from despair. 

Thirdly comes Seeking and Accepting Forgiveness.  When we have truly confessed we can ask 

for God’s forgiveness with quiet trust.  Yet there is still one condition as we ask, “Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us.”  As we pray for ourselves, we should remember 

those who are trapped in bitterness or other difficulty and feel unable to forgive.  

Let us give thanks that in Christ we have been given “the means of grace and the hope of 

glory”.  Our lives are in safe hands. Nancy, Sara and Chris 



 

 

Are you interested in joining a lively group who simply 

enjoy being together exploring deeper into 

God’s Word for today? 

Community Bible Study is rooted in prayer and we share 

a strong desire to help all people who want to understand 

the world through the Bible. This year, over 30 weeks, 

we will be looking at Daniel and Revelation, an apt study for our present times.  

We meet at 9:30am in Kurt’s Bar, Galtres Centre, where we offer a welcoming, safe environment for 

people to share and grow together in confidence starting on Wednesday 9th September 

and following the school year, finishing on 12th May 2027. 

Why not come and try a session or two for free?  If you decide to join us we ask for a small charge to 

cover refreshments, materials and room booking.  

For further information please contact Sally by email to cbsi@dsign.plus.com 

Doreen Hayes 

By now, many of you will know that Doreen died peacefully in 
hospital on 31st August, at the age of 89. She had spent her latter 
years as a resident at Springhill Court, where she was cared for by 
the wonderful staff there. Her funeral will be on Monday 12th 
October at St John the Baptist and All Saints church at 11am. 

Doreen loved music of all genres, and many will remember her 
record department in Smith’s electrical shop in the Market Place. 
She had trained at EMI in London and I, amongst others, spent 
many a Saturday afternoon back in the 1960s browsing the 
collections where I bought my first vinyl LPs and 45 rpm records. 

A long-standing member of our church, Doreen faithfully worked 
for and supported its mission. In her earlier years she was a 
much-loved Sunday School teacher and later served as a PCC  member, churchwarden, sacristan 
and choir member. The credence table now used in our church was given by Doreen in 
celebration of her 80th birthday. She was also, for many years, a member of the Mothers’ Union. 

Doreen loved the Royal Family and, in 2012, had the great honour of being presented with 
Maundy Money by HM Queen Elizabeth II at York Minster. 

Sadly, in recent years Doreen lived with dementia. Yet her knowledge of local and family history 
remained, and I had many conversations with her in which she would identify people in old 

family photographs. 

I’m sure those who knew Doreen will have their own memories of 
her. Let us remember her with love and gratitude for all that she gave 
to our church and community, and take comfort in knowing that she 
can now rest in peace.  

SueT 

Doreen with her late husband John 
on their wedding day, October 1977 

mailto:cbsi@dsign.plus.com


 

 
Easingwold & District u3a 

 

The next meeting at the Methodist Church is on  

Tuesday 20th October 2026 at 2pm 

when we will hear about the 

History of York Hospital Radio 

by Steve Eccles &  Keith Lea 

 

The u3a offers a monthly speaker meeting and over 

30 leisure, educational and recreational activities for 

those not in full-time work. 

Visitors welcome: £2 or join our 

350 members! Only £16 per year 

easingwold-u3a.org.uk 

 

Christian Meditation 

 

Most Fridays at 2.30pm to 3.15pm at the 

Galtres Centre Function Room (upstairs) 
 

It includes periods of music and silent meditation 

 

In today's culture this is an opportunity of being together in a reflective mood 
including silence. After a brief period of spoken reflection we experience some reflective music. 
We then enter a period of silent meditation for about 20-25 minutes. Some people use a 4-beat 
mantra such as ‘Ma-ra-na-tha’ (or Come Lord Jesus), said twice, (not out loud!) breathing in and 
then when breathing out.   After this, another period of music precedes a final prayer. It doesn’t 
suit everyone but it is something worth trying. Sometimes we have a few comments, even 
laughter, afterwards! In today’s busyness people often find this simple and yet cathartic. Even 
children in school use silence as a restful experience! 

 

Perhaps give it a try? Join us, you are most welcome. 
Contact Marko Jakic - 07951 333639  

OASIS 
Coffee Morning 

Easingwold Methodist Church 

Chapel Street 

Friday 30th October:  0945-11.30 

Come and share good Fair Trade coffee, tea and biscuits, 
with great conversation and fellowship 



 

 

 

EDCCA: Easingwold District Community Care Association 
Dates for your diaries for the coming months 

 

Excursions: 9
th
 October to Ilkley; 4

th
 November to Northallerton. Cost for each trip:  £20 return. Coming 

up in December, a Christmas lunch (date and further information later). 

We will have our “Welcome to Easingwold and the Villages” get together on Monday 19th October, 
then 16th November and 21st December to round off the year. These take place in the Community Hub 
near the Post Office  from 9.30am to 11am, open to everyone.  

There will be the Menopause Group that meets on a Sunday in the upstairs room of The Olive Branch, 
these will be Sunday 11th October, 8th November and 13th December. This will be 
between 12.30pm and 2.30pm.  

Our EDCCA coffee mornings take place on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, the next ones being 
13th October, 10th November and 8th December in the Lounge area of the Galtres Centre from 10am 
until noon. 

We will have virtual CAB sessions held here in the office, like doing a Teams type meeting with the 
Citizens Advice on a laptop from our office, these will take place on Thursdays 15th October, 
19th November and 17th December. 

The Citizens Advice minibus will be in the small Galtres car park from 9.30am to 11.30am on the 
following Friday dates -  16th October, 20th November, 18th December. 

Foodbank/Foodshare: Available 24/7 call message line 07724 444750 

For further information on any of the above or, if you are interested in volunteering with us, 
please contact the office by telephone on  01347 822875 

or for car scheme on 01347 822598 or by email  info@edcca.org.uk 
 Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday from 09.30 am to 12.30 pm 

Books and more to your door 

Home Library and Information Service  
 

Operated by volunteers from Easingwold Community Library with the support of NYC, we 
deliver books (including Large Print and children’s books), audio books, music CDs, DVDs and 
information to the homes of people who find it difficult to get to the library. 

You may be eligible for the free home delivery service if you cannot visit the library or carry books 
because of ill health or disability, or if you are a carer. We deliver to people who live in 
residential and nursing homes, too.  

 If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please ring Easingwold Library on 01609 

534584 or email ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com with your contact details.  

One of our volunteers will be in touch. 

Remember, 

clocks go back by 
one hour 

Sunday 25th October 
2026 

when we return to GMT 

It’s Good to Smile 

Hands together and eyes closed ... 

Little Grace was very impressed when everyone 

was told to “Stand for Grace” at the beginning of 

the wedding reception. 

oooOOOooo 

“Mummy”, said a little girl, “I’m not going to finish 

my prayers with Amen any more. 

I’m going to say RSVP.” 
 

From “Bloopers and Blessings” compiled by Judith Merrell  
Published by TLM Trading Ltd—ISBN 978-1-09092-22-8 

mailto:info@edcca.org.uk
mailto:ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com


 

 



 

 

 


