
 

 



 

 
 

NORMAL CHURCH SERVICES 

Weekdays in Easingwold 

Wednesday 9.00am Holy Communion 

Thursday 3.30pm Little Seeds for 4-9-year-olds (term time, in Church):  
Contact Andrew Neville-Smith at a.nevillesmith@outlook.com for details or just turn up 

1st Sunday Easingwold 
 
Raskelf 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns 
Holy Communion with hymns 

9.00am 
10.30am 
9.30am 

2nd Sunday Easingwold Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom) 

9.00am 
10.30am 

3rd Sunday Easingwold 
 
Raskelf 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns 
Holy Communion with hymns 

9.00am 
10.30am 
9.30am 

4th Sunday Easingwold Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom) 

9.00am 
10.30am 

5th Sunday Easingwold Holy Communion 
Holy Communion with hymns 

9.00am 
10.30am 

Details of special services held throughout the year will be listed in  
‘Services and Events’ on the centre pages 



 

 
PARISH OF EASINGWOLD WITH RASKELF 
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Easingwold and 

St Mary’s Church, Raskelf 

✉ vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org 

 

 

Vicar Rev’d Richard Grant ☏ 07857 007 847 
 

Churchwardens Pat Allen ☏  01347 821139 

 Laura Varney ☏  07581 213805 
 
Retired Clergy Rev’d Robin Davill 
assisting in the parish Rev’d John Hetherington 
  
Authorised Lay Minister/ Sara Beaumont 
Anna Chaplain 
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Parish Administrator Sara Beaumont  ✉ sarabeaumont.church@gmail.com 
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Parish Safeguarding Officer Alan Hake ☏  07535 242372  

  ✉ christinehake@btinternet.com 
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Bible Reading Fellowship Gina Smith ☏  01347 823843 

Children’s Society Boxes Ian Peel ☏  01347 823548 

Organist Co-ordinator Peter Smith ☏  01347 823843 
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Half Yearly Boxes Diane Gallon ☏ 01347 821294 
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 The last time I wrote a letter for the magazine we were in interregnum. It’s lovely to 

have the opportunity to do it again, secure in the knowledge that Richard will be returning 

after his short break. 

 In September we celebrate Harvest and our thoughts instinctively turn to nature. We 

thank God for all His good gifts; gifts we receive daily and often take for granted – our 

food, our health, our surrounding countryside. We think of the sunshine and the rain that 

allows our crops to grow, and we take time to be thankful. 

 This year I have been thinking about seeds – wildflower seeds for an area of my 

garden. I have been watching plants and trees shed their seeds during the hot, dry 

summer, as they struggled to survive the difficult conditions.  

 My attention has been drawn to the variety of shapes and sizes of seeds: tiny poppy 

seeds; acorns nestling in their cups; beechnuts; horse chestnut conkers; helicopters from 

sycamore trees. Each seed, regardless of size or shape, holds the potential for a new 

plant, given the right conditions. Some are not fussy – dandelions, daisies, and 

sunflowers that are often planted by wind and rain and even birds. Others are quite 

particular – I have an agapanthus that I lavish care on, moving it in its pot around my 

patio to ensure just the right amount of sun and shade, watering it, but not too often. 

Each flower and tree demands different conditions and produces different results. 

 In my imagination, we are like seeds. We are all different shapes and sizes, but each 

of us holds the potential to be the best version of ourselves and with our different skills 

and talents, we can come together to create something very special indeed. 

 We’ve been charged with taking care of God’s creation and that means striking a 

balance, creating space for the tidy fussy plants, but also allowing room for the 

haphazard dandelions and daisies. Thus, we encourage small animals and birds to 

thrive. We provide food for the bees, who in turn pollinate our fruit trees and our crops, 

providing food for us. In God’s world there is room for all. 



 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
 

Once again Hazel, Christina, Caroline, Julia and I 

have been racking our brains to come up with a list of 

social events for the forthcoming You & Me year 

which starts this month.   

Our planning meetings are great fun with tea, biscuits and lots of friendly chatter but in 

amongst all the nice stuff is the business of unpicking all the factors that make up the 

calendar such as, which are the popular events and do we have any new ideas, what 

time of day, which venue and most importantly, when?   

By the time the calendar is published we all feel we need a lie down in a darkened room 

to recover but we wouldn’t have it any other way because it’s for You and that’s what 

gives us pleasure so please look out for the new calendar and join us as often as you 

can.  

 

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for the opportunity 

to share and the gift of friendship. Amen Sara Beaumont 

Looking Ahead 

A reminder of what’s coming up in December 

The Archbishop of York, The Most Reverend Stephen Cottrell, will officiate at a 

special service at St Peter's Church, Brafferton, on Sunday 6th December, at which 

you are invited to be baptised or confirmed. 

The service commemorates the baptism of King Edwin of Northumbria by Bishop 

Paulinus in York in AD 627. Tradition holds that Paulinus later baptised some 10,000 

people in the River Swale at nearby Brafferton. (Vallis Eboracensis, comprising the 

History & Antiquities of Easingwold and the Forest of Galtres, Thomas Gill, 1852.) 

If you would like to be baptised, confirmed, or 

reaffirm your faith at this service, please speak to our Vicar, Richard. 

Cozie stuck in the middle of the Channel! 

Back in July, 18 youngsters and 3 adults attempted to “swim the 

Channel” at Helmsley Pool in order to raise funds for Cozie. We 

are so grateful to everyone for their support and wish to extend a 

massive “Thank you” once again for your generous sponsorship. 

Total raised so far is £2,350,  which will help ensure the club’s 

future.  

Alan Hake, Cozie Chairperson 



 

 

Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Appeal 2025-26 
This year boxes will again be available in the Parish Church porch, together with an 

explanatory leaflet, from mid September.  If you are able, please take a box and fill it, 

before returning it to the Church by 1st November.   Thank you to all who have filled a 

box in the past and to those filling one for the first time.  Your kindness will be so 

appreciated by the children around the world who receive them.   

The Church Today and Tomorrow 

 I recently visited a friend who gave me her local church magazine to read, which had in it a 

most interesting letter from the new Bishop of Durham, Bishop Rick Simpson. 

 Bishop Rick recognises the challenges which the Church faces today, saying that if the 

hugely valuable worship, witness and service of many of our local churches is going to be 

sustained in the next generation, we need God by his Holy Spirit to renew us.  He suggests that 

we are experiencing not something random in the decline and struggles of the Church of today, 

but a moment in history.  It is the out-working of trends in history long in motion.  A world which 

was, for many centuries, broadly and mainly Christian, has been coming to an end.  Today we 

cannot presume that because people are British that they are Christian.  

 Bishop Rick suggests that churches and ministers geared largely for being pastors to a 

basically Christian population have been poorly equipped to be missionary disciples.  We 

therefore need to nurture and train ministers who can share faith in a way that is beautiful, 

compelling and real for those who do not know that Christ has risen.  However, this isn’t to 

abandon pastoral care, presence and social action. Both are equally important. 

 We need then to recognise that we human beings can’t actually do this ourselves.  But 

God by his Holy Spirit can do it.  Our part is to pray without ceasing that God will renew his 

Church in this country. Bishop Rick asks us to join him in this. 

 However imperfect the Christianity of previous centuries often was, millions of people 

came to a faith in Christ which gave them strength in trials, comfort in sorrow, hope for the 

future, and a moral vision which shaped our nation.  This has largely gone which is a huge loss.   

 However, we in the parishes do have the chance to show the difference Christ makes.  To 

become a church of missionary disciples, we need to learn more deeply who we are, grow in 

our discipleship and our ability to live and share a life-giving faith.  As well as praying, we will 

need to support our ministers as we face the changes that will need to be made.  Through it all 

we will see God at work as we love and care for one another. 

 If anyone would like to read the whole article, do ask.   Chris Peel 

 

Richard asks that we pray each day: 

Almighty God, renew your Church in this land of Cuthbert and the northern saints.  

We pray that you will lead people to faith in Christ through the worship and witness 

we offer here in Easingwold and Raskelf. 

Help us to become a church of missionary disciples, as well as caring 

deeply and practically for friend and neighbour. 

Amen 



 

 

Our first social gathering of the new 
season will be 

Tea and Cake 
at the Bakehouse, Crayke 

from  2pm to 4pm 

on  Friday 11th September 
 

Looking ahead, on Saturday 17th October at 12.30pm we 
will be visiting the Cooper King Distillery at 

Sutton-on-the-Forest for a Whisky & Gin Experience. 

If you would like to go along, please add your name to the 
list at the back of church where you can also pick up a 

copy of the You & Me Calendar for 2026-27. 

 

A very sincere “Thank You” to those who hold Children’s Society Boxes for the 

collection of loose change.  As a reminder, the contents, or ideally a cheque for their 

value, need to be passed to me by Sunday 27th September please, to allow for them to 

be paid in through the church accounts by October. 

Ian Peel (Tel: 01347 823548) 

A Big Thank You  

I would like to say “A Big Thank You” to everyone who gave generously 

and helped raise £283.50 for Breast Cancer Now on Sunday 9th August. 

On your behalf I’ve sent a cheque for £300 to the charity so they can continue to 

research breast cancer and support and advise women (and men) on breast health and 

cancer treatments.  

Sara Beaumont, Anna Chaplain 

Come and join us, 

bring a friend, 

everyone is welcome 

The You & Me Team 



 

 

SERVICES AND EVENTS: SEPTEMBER 2026  
To contact Rev’d Richard Grant, tel: 07857 007 847 

or email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org 

The Vicar’s day off is Friday 

Children are welcome at all our services  
 

Normal Services at Easingwold Parish Church 

Sunday and Wednesday 9.00am — Holy Communion 

Sunday 10.30am — Holy Communion 

Services at Springhill Court, 

Manor Road, Easingwold 

Caring and Sharing Group 

will meet again on 

Sunday 6th September 

after morning service in the choir vestry 
at the back of the church. 

Do come if you feel it will help you.   

Nancy Kilburn 

Holy Communion 
 

Tuesday 8th September 

at 3pm 

in the activity lounge 
 

All are most welcome  

Bible Conversations 
 

The next meeting for Bible Conversations 

will be on 

Tuesday 1st September 

10.00am to 11.15am 

at 11 Whiteoak Avenue, Easingwold 

Please arrive early so we can start promptly 

at 10.00am 

We are considering the letter of James. 

If you would like further information, 

contact Chris Peel (01347 823548) 

or Sara Beaumont 

(sarabeaumont.church@gmail.com) 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

Sunday 27th September 

Service of Thanksgiving: 10.30am 

Shared lunch: 12 noon 

Offerings of boxes, 

packets and tins for 

the local foodbank 

and financial support 

for charity will be 

gratefully received 

For catering purposes please sign the list at the 

back of church if you will be joining us for lunch 

Easingwold Deanery & Christians 

Together Around Easingwold 

Songs of Praise 

Sunday 20th September at 4pm 

St John the Baptist & All Saints 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Request your favourite hymns by filling in a  

paper slip in your church,  

by emailing vicar@easingwoldraskelf.church 

or by following this link:  
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/ZpcCgWFpQJ 



 

 

Children’s Church Services at 
Easingwold—Little Seeds 

for 4-9-year-olds on Thursdays during 
term time at 3.30pm in the Parish Church 

Please contact Andrew Neville-Smith at 
a.nevillesmith@outlook.com  

for more details or just turn up 

 

 

Sunday 6th September: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

Sunday 20th September: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

Children always welcome 

Open The Book Assemblies 

Thursdays  during term alternating  between 
Easingwold Community Primary School and  
Crayke Church of England Primary School 

For further information contact Andrew Neville-Smith 
at  a.nevillesmith@outlook.com  

Christians Together around Easingwold (CTAE) 
 

The monthly prayer meeting will be on 

Saturday 12th September, 9.00am 
at the Methodist Church 

Please join us in prayer for the local churches, the community and the wider world  

‘In unity God will grow his Church’ 

Easingwold Deanery 
Ceilidh Night  

Saturday 5th September 

at Strensall Village Hall 
from 6.30pm-9pm 

Bring your own drink to enjoy with the fabulous 

live music, tasty pie and peas 

Tickets: £10 (adults) £5 (under 12s) 

Email: easingwolddeanery@gmail.com 

or contact your vicar 

Date for your diary 

Raskelf Curry Night   

Friday 20th November 

More details next month 

Raskelf— Harvest Festival 

Friday 2nd October at 7pm 

donations to RABI (farmers’ benevolent fund) 

Refreshments will be served after the service 



 

 

From the Registers 

Readings for Sunday Morning Eucharist 

First reading Second reading Gospel 

6th September: Trinity 14 

Exodus 12.1-14 

 

Romans 13.8-14 

 

Matthew 18.15-20 

13th September: Trinity 15 

Exodus 14.19-31 

 

Romans 14.1-12 

 

Matthew 18.21-35 

20th September: Trinity 16 

Exodus 16.2-15 

 

Philippians 1.21-30 

 

Matthew 20.1-16 

20th September:  

Deanery Songs of Praise 

 

Psalm 103: 1-2, 8-13, 19-22 

 

Matthew 6.19-end 

27th September: Harvest 

Deuteronomy 8.7-18 

 

2 Corinthians 9.6-15 

 

Luke 12.16-30 

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP NOTES 

We are all encouraged to read the Bible to help us in our spiritual journey. Where do we start? It 
is quite daunting. This is where the Bible Reading Fellowship can help us. ‘New Daylight’ is a daily 
reading of a short section from the Bible with an explanation of the reading. This helps the 
reader to understand it, and it makes life easier for us because we don’t have to find it in the 
Bible ourselves. 

Please contact Gina, either in Church or by phone on 01347 823843. She can show you examples 
and, if you decide you would like to try it, she will order it for you and deliver it. There are three 
copies a year, in January, May and September at a total cost of £16.20 for standard print or 
£19.56 for large print versions. 

Gina Smith - 01347 823843—BRF Co-ordinator  

Baptisms 

2nd August: Laurence Lambert Acuta 

9th August: Savanna Grace Elsworth  

Funeral 

4th August: Nevison Boast 

18th August: Mark Burton 



 

 

PRAYER CORNER 

Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community, and the 

prayer corner in St John the Baptist and All Saints’ is used regularly. It is a space 

where you are able to write the names of people you would like to have 

remembered in the book there. At St John the Baptist and All Saints’, we join with 

you in your prayers for family, friends and all for whom you care.  

If you would like prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are 

struggling with anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and dedicated group of 

people will pray for you/them. 

To be included in prayers, please contact Chris Peel on 01347 823548. 

Please include in your prayers this month:  

 The Lions – giving thanks for their support to local people in need 

 Community Care (EDCCA)- its organisers and the many volunteers; drivers and 

befrienders; Meals on Wheels; Dementia Hub; Shop; Men’s Shed; organised outings  

 Communities at Conroy Close; those living in independent units.  

 St Mary’s Church, Raskelf, and its outreach into the community.    

The Importance of Thanksgiving 

Many of you, like us, will have been brought up to say “Thank you” – for a happening in 

your life, a gift and so forth.  Sometimes we didn’t feel like saying it when it wasn’t the gift 

we had hoped for but we said it nevertheless out of love for the other. Saying “Thank 

you” helps to build relationships of love with those around us.  So, our regular offering of 

thanksgiving to God affirms our desire to remain in a loving relationship with Him, and  

never to take Him for granted. 

But as human beings we cannot always feel thankful.  How are we to give thanks when 

our lives are torn apart by tragedy, loss, humiliation or failure?  We feel we cannot give 

thanks when a loved one dies.  We cannot give thanks that they are no longer with us, 

but we can give thanks for their life, that they no longer are suffering; that we manage to 

keep going despite our suffering and for the comfort and support of family and friends; 

and for occasional moments of awareness of God’s presence with us in our sorrow.  

As we look back at the end of each day – even if it has seemed an awful one - there is 

always something we can be thankful for – the sun shining its warmth, a beautiful 

spider’s web, a tasty morsel enjoyed, the smile of a stranger, the caring of a friend. And 

as we look back on our lives and perceive with hindsight, how we have been held and 

led, even in tragedy and failure, we too may gradually find ourselves able to say, “O give 

thanks to the Lord, for he is gracious, and his mercy endures for ever. 

 

Nancy, Sara and Chris 



 

 

Are you interested in joining a lively group who simply 

enjoy being together exploring deeper into 

God’s Word for today? 

Community Bible Study is rooted in prayer and we share 

a strong desire to help all people who want to understand 

the world through the Bible. This year, over 30 weeks, we will be looking at Daniel and Revelation, an 

apt study for our present times.  

We meet at 9:30am in Kurt’s Bar, Galtres Centre, where we offer a welcoming, safe environment for 

people to share and grow together in confidence starting on Wednesday 9th September 

and following the school year, finishing on 12th May 2027. 

Why not come and try a session or two for free?  If you decide to join us we ask for a small charge to 

cover refreshments, materials and room booking.  

For further information please contact Sally by email to cbsi@dsign.plus.com 

 

 

Your online shopping this year can help to donate funds to the Church accounts. Retailers will donate to 

Easingwold with Raskelf PCC for free every time you shop. Over 8,000 retailers will donate, including all 

the big names like John Lewis & Partners, BT, Expedia, Argos, ASOS, Just Eat, Uswitch and many 

more!  

Please sign up to support us on easyfundraising today, it’ll take you two minutes and we could win a 

£5,000 donation when you join.  

If you have already signed up, please remember to use easyfundraising.org.uk every time you shop 

online. And, if you haven’t signed up yet, it’s easy and completely free, just go to easyfundraising.org.uk  

and, after signing up, search for and select ‘Easingwold with Raskelf PCC’ as your cause. 

Come and Sing with Us! 
The brand-new Tholthorpe Community Choir has started, and everyone is warmly invited to our next session at 

3pm on Sunday 4 th October at Tholthorpe Chapel . There is no charge, just come along and enjoy yourself.  

The first meeting, which took place on 3 rd August, was a joy to attend.  Our choir leader, Carrie, split us into 

groups and had us singing rounds of some very well -known songs. We had a short break when home made 

cakes, tea and coffee were served and everyone left with a smile on their face.  The feeling of a community  

coming together was palpable.   

One of the songs we sang was Harry Styles’ “Treat People with Kindness” and it was suggested that we adopt 

this as our signature song: 

“Maybe, we can find a place to feel good  

And we can treat people with kindness 

Find a place to feel good……  

And if we're here long enough 

They'll sing a song for us (Ah-ah-ah-ah) 

And we'll belong…” 

If you want to feel good and be treated with kindness please come and join us.  You don’t have to be able to 

sing, and you’ll be made to feel very welcome and that you belong.  

For more information, please email sharon@yourofficeangels.co.uk . 

mailto:cbsi@dsign.plus.com
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
mailto:sharon@yourofficeangels.co.uk


 

 
Easingwold & District u3a 

 

The next meeting at the Methodist Church is on  

Tuesday 15th September 2026 at 2pm 
 

Jason Lawer 

will tell us about the 

North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service 

 

The u3a offers over 30 leisure, educational & recreational 

activities for those no longer in full-time work with a monthly 

speaker meeting on the 3rd Tuesday at the Methodist Church. 

Visitors welcome: £2 or join our 

350 members! Only £16 per year 

easingwold-u3a.org.uk 

 

Christian Meditation 

 

Most Fridays at 2.30pm to 3.15pm at the 

Galtres Centre Function Room (upstairs) 
 

It includes periods of music and silent meditation 

 

In today's culture this is an opportunity of being together in a reflective mood 
including silence. After a brief period of spoken reflection we experience some reflective music. 
We then enter a period of silent meditation for about 20-25 minutes. Some people use a 4-beat 
mantra such as ‘Ma-ra-na-tha’ (or Come Lord Jesus), said twice, (not out loud!) breathing in and 
then when breathing out.   After this, another period of music precedes a final prayer. It doesn’t 
suit everyone but it is something worth trying. Sometimes we have a few comments, even 
laughter, afterwards! In today’s busyness people often find this simple and yet cathartic. Even 
children in school use silence as a restful experience! 

 

Perhaps give it a try? Join us, you are most welcome. 
Contact Marko Jakic - 07951 333639  

OASIS 
Coffee Morning 

Easingwold Methodist Church 

Chapel Street 

Friday 25th September:  0945-11.30 

Come and share good Fair Trade coffee, tea and biscuits, 
with great conversation and fellowship 



 

 

 

EDCCA: Easingwold District Community Care Association 
Dates for your diaries for the coming months 

 

Excursions: 9
th
 September to Masham; 9

th
 October to Ilkley; 4

th
 November to Northallerton. Cost for 

each trip:  £20 return. Coming up in December, a Christmas lunch (date and further information later). 

We will have our “Welcome to Easingwold and the Villages” get together on Monday 21st 
September then 19th October, 16th November and 21st December to round off the year. These take place 
in the Community Hub near the Post Office  from 9.30am to 11am, open to everyone.  

There will be the Menopause Group that meets on a Sunday in the upstairs room of The Olive Branch, 
these will be Sunday 13th September, 11th October, 8th November and 13th December. This will be 
between 12.30pm and 2.30pm.  

Our EDCCA coffee mornings take place on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, the next ones being 
8th September, 13th October, 10th November and 8th December in the Lounge area of the Galtres Centre 
from 10am until noon. 

We will have virtual CAB sessions held here in the office, like doing a Teams type meeting with the 
Citizens Advice on a laptop from our office, these will take place on Thursdays 17th September, 
15th October, 19th November and 17th December. 

The Citizens Advice minibus will be in the small Galtres car park from 9.30am to 11.30am on the 
following Friday dates - 18th September, 16th October, 20th November, 18th December. 

Foodbank/Foodshare: Available 24/7 call message line 07724 444750 

For further information on any of the above or, if you are interested in volunteering with us, 
please contact the office by telephone on  01347 822875 

or for car scheme on 01347 822598 or by email  info@edcca.org.uk 
 Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday from 09.30 am to 12.30 pm 

Books and more to your door 

Home Library and Information Service  
 

Operated by volunteers from Easingwold Community Library with the support of NYC, we 
deliver books (including Large Print and children’s books), audio books, music CDs, DVDs and 
information to the homes of people who find it difficult to get to the library. 

You may be eligible for the free home delivery service if you cannot visit the library or carry books 
because of ill health or disability, or if you are a carer. We deliver to people who live in 
residential and nursing homes, too.  

 If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please ring Easingwold Library on 01609 

534584 or email ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com with your contact details.  

One of our volunteers will be in touch. 

Parish Passes for 

York Minster 

Any member of the  Parish may obtain a 

digital pass from the PCC Secretary. 

It is valid for one person for one visit only. 

Visiting and closure times are 

on the York Minster website: 

www.yorkminster.org 

or by telephoning 01904 557275 

It’s Good to Smile 

Bulletin Bloopers 

During our opening harvest hymn, food, fruit 

and gifts of children can be laid on the altar. 

 

Friday night. Bring and share meal. 

Prayer and medication to follow 

 
From “Bloopers and Blessings”   

compiled by Judith Merrell  
Published by TLM Trading Ltd—ISBN 978-1-09092-22-8 

mailto:info@edcca.org.uk
mailto:ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com


 

 



 

 

 


