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It’s Good To Smile 

Out of the mouths of babes… 

From “Bloopers and Blessings” compiled by Judith Merrell  

Published by TLM Trading Ltd—ISBN 978-1-09092-22-8 

One Sunday after church, a young boy announced to his mother, 

“Mum, I’m going to be a minister when I grow up.” 

“Great,” she replied, “what made you decide that?” 

“Well,” said the little boy, “I have to go to church anyway, and I think it will be more fun to 
stand up and shout than to sit still and listen.” 

A Sunday School teacher was questioning her group.  

“If I sell everything I have and give the money to the poor, will that get me into heaven?” 

“No,” said her group. 

“What about if I’m kind to animals and my neighbours?” 

“No,” said her group. 

“And if I clean the church and help local charities, will that get me into heaven?” 

“No,” said an earnest little girl, “you have to be DEAD!” 
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 Holidays from Hell! I’m sure you must have seen the programme that aired a few years ago. 

And if you’ve had a ‘Holiday from Hell’ yourself, then you have my deepest sympathy.  

 But isn’t it true that at the end of a holiday some people find themselves looking back on 

glorious memories, while others will be regretting the choice of their holiday destination, or 

trying to recover from hours left in the lurch at airports or ferry terminals. Hope will usually 

triumph over experience, however, and by next January many of us will again be pouring over the 

brochures and planning our trip for 2026. 

 We shouldn’t forget, however, that holidays were originally holy days, it’s where the word 

comes from; and excursions were actually pilgrimages. Crowds would flock to shrines in the Holy 

Land, Assisi, Rome, Canterbury, and even Winchester – where they paid their respects to saints 

such as St Swithin, who believe it or not is Patron Saint of the Weather. 

 These pilgrimages were journeys with a purpose, travelling was long and hard, and the only 

resting place was often by the village well. Nowadays we complain if the meal on the aircraft isn’t 

to our taste, or if the flight is delayed more than a few minutes. Whereas pilgrims allowed time 

for their journey, we want to be there immediately; after all, we’re in a hurry with no time to 

waste. We rush from place-to-place taking photographs, but allow precious little time to really 

appreciate our new surroundings. 

 To a certain extent the same is true of our modern attitude to faith. Setting aside time to 

understand and explore our beliefs is very much a thing of the past for many people. We’re into 

instant faith these days. If it doesn’t work immediately then we simply don’t bother to try again. 

We also enjoy ‘Tasters,’ you know, a little bit of this and a little bit of that, but any thought of real 

commitment frightens us off. We become ‘Faith Tourists’ for want of a better word, flitting from 

one attraction to another, never stopping long enough to explore anything in real depth. 

 Perhaps that’s why children often find belief difficult to understand nowadays. They’re no 

longer taken to church or Sunday Clubs by parents and yet they’re taught about religion in 

school, which means they very easily become confused. Parents have their children baptised, but 

that’s often as far as the commitment goes. And yet these same parents get very annoyed a few 

years later if they’re unable to get their child into a Church school. What a very muddled 

message this all promotes! 

 I think the simple fact is that if you have the above attitude to faith, then one thing is fairly 

sure – you’re probably a tourist and unlikely to be a pilgrim. 

 Happy holidays, 

 

 



 

 
GOOD NEWS 

 
The Rev’d Richard Grant has heard God’s call 

and will be our new vicar.   

 

The announcement that we have all been waiting for was made on Sunday 6th July 

when a letter from The Rt Rev’d Flora Winfield DD, Bishop of Selby was read out to 

the congregations at both Easingwold and Raskelf churches. 

Bishop Flora begins: 

“Dear Friends, You will be pleased to hear that the Reverend Richard Grant 

has accepted the offer to become Vicar of Easingwold with Raskelf in the 

Diocese of York.” 

She says of Richard’s appointment: 

“I am delighted that, after a period of prayerful discernment by the parish and 

the diocese, the Rev’d Richard Grant has responded to God’s call to the 

appointment as Vicar of Easingwold and Raskelf. I will be praying for Richard 

and for his family, and for the churches and the parish. I look forward to 

welcoming Richard to the parish, and to working with them as they continue to 

grow together in faith, life and witness. I know that they will look forward 

together in confidence and hope, to seek new possibilities in all aspects of 

their life together and service in their communities, and to discover what it 

means to live out Christ’s story in this place.” 

Rev’d Richard says of his appointment: 

“I’m very much looking forward to taking up this role, to joining the churches 

of Easingwold and Raskelf in their mission to the parish, and to seeing what 

God has in store for us together. I have felt very much welcomed by those 

I’ve met so far, and am very excited to work with all in the parish as we seek 

God together and try to do his work. 

At interview I had the opportunity to reflect on Jesus’ words: ‘You are the light 

of the world… let your light shine before others.’ Those words have stuck with 

me as I have prayed since, and I’m excited to join the lights that shine in 

Easingwold and Raskelf and bring glory to God. 

While an exciting new season awaits, I’ve had a fantastic curacy and it’s sad 

to say goodbye to the benefice of Thirsk. I’m very grateful to the people of 

Thirsk, South Kilvington, Sandhutton and Carlton Miniott for all they have 

taught me during my time with them, and for the many joyful times we’ve 

shared. Despite moving on, they will remain in my prayers.” 

Please pray for Richard and his wife Tess 

as they make their preparations to move to 

Easingwold with Raskelf. 



 

 

YOU and ME: Programme 2025-6 
 

.......bringing people together 

Choral Evensong for St Matthew’s Day 

at Easingwold Parish Church 

 

 

EASINGWOLD DEANERY ECUMENICAL CHOIR 

Sunday 21st September at 4pm 

 

Please contact Peter Smith at petersmith41@btinternet.com 

to confirm if you are available to sing  

20th September 
Drinks at The George: 3pm-5pm 
Harvest Lunch 

9th October 

Visit to Ampleforth Abbey: This is an organised tour for up to 18 
people so advance booking is required.  If you would like to join the 
group please add your name(s) to the list on the church noticeboard.  

The cost is £7.50pp for the tour.  Payment will be collected in  
advance— details on the sign-up sheet. 

There will be an opportunity to visit the museum, gift shop and café 
which offers light meals, home-made scones and cakes (not included 
in the cost of the tour) 

November Beetle Drive 

  

January Card School - Whist, Canasta, Rummy….. 

February Curry & Casserole Night 

March Easter Eggstravaganza at Springhill Court 

April Musical Evening 

May Cheese & Wine with a Quiz 

June Crowns and Coronets Cream Tea 

July Poetry & Pimms 

Dates and venues which are not mentioned above will be 
published as soon as they are confirmed. 

We hope you will enjoy these social events and bring your 
friends to join the fun. 

 

Hazel, Christina, Caroline, Julia & Sara  



 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

 

Happy Memories 

At this time of year we frequently remember the wonderful 

days out and holidays we had as children.  I certainly 

remember a wonderful summer holiday in Cornwall 

collecting wild flowers for a school project.  This was the 

mid-1960s when it was acceptable to pick wild flowers and 

we were unaware of the harm we were doing.  

Today we are much more aware of the harm we can do by not taking care of our environment 

and the plants and animals that live in it.  But what about our churchyards?  Do we know what 

plants and animals live there?  For instance what are the lichens that are growing on some of the 

oldest gravestones and what are the names of the different grasses?  I don’t know the answers to 

these questions but you, or someone you know, might be able to help by conducting a survey so 

we know what we should be protecting.   

If you think you can help please let me know but in the meantime let us thank God for his 

wonderful creation. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the beauty and wonder of your creation.  Help us 

to appreciate and protect all you have made.  Amen 

 

 

 

Summer quiz answers: 

Sara Beaumont 

Anna Chaplain 

1 Which is the longest season of the church year?  Ordinary time 

2 Which colour is used during Lent? Purple 

3 Which colour represents joy and celebration? White/gold 

4 What does the colour red represent? Fire, passion and the Holy Spirit 

5 Which colour is used during Advent? Purple 

6 Which colour symbolizes growth? Green 

7 What is the colour of mourning? Black 

8 In which season is red used? Holy Week and Pentecost 

9 When is the colour gold used? Christmas and Easter 

10 When are the altars stripped? Maundy Thursday 



 

 

SERVICES AND EVENTS: AUGUST 2025  
For any queries, please contact one of the Churchwardens or our 

Parish Administrator (see contact details on page 3) 
Children are welcome at all our services  

 

Normal Services at Easingwold Parish Church 

Sunday and Wednesday 9.00am—Holy Communion 

Sunday 10.30am—Holy Communion 

Sunday 3rd August: no morning services at Easingwold. 

Everyone is invited to join the congregation at St Mary’s Church, Raskelf 

for the 9.30am Holy Communion 

Holy Communion Service at  

Springhill Court, 

Manor Road, Easingwold 

 

 

 

 

All welcome 

Caring and Sharing 
formerly known as the Widows’ Group 

I am very aware that there are many people in our congregation who are living through hard times.  For 

some it is their own health, for others it is the health of a loved one that has had to take priority over 

everything else.   The Widows’ Group has been running successfully since October 2023 now and the 

people who attend have found it is a good way to get to know other people who are going through anxious 

times and also to receive practical help and information about how to cope 

Because of this, and after discussion with the group, we have decided to extend what we offer to include 

everyone who feels they would like to join us in our monthly meetings. The restrictive 

title of Widows’ Group, with thanks to Sue Thorn for her suggestion, will now be called 

“Caring and Sharing”.  All are welcome.  Above all we have had the courage to share many 

happy times resulting in much laughter as we exchange ideas and friendship 

The first meeting will be on Sunday 3rd August after morning service 
in the choir vestry at the back of the church. 

 Do come if you feel it will help you.   

Nancy Kilburn 

Tuesday 12th August 

at 3pm 

Christians Together 
around Easingwold 

(CTAE) 
 

The monthly prayer meeting will be on 

Saturday 9th August at 9am 
at the Methodist Church 

If you are a Christian, please come and join 
this short time of prayer for our churches, 

town, country and world.  

“In unity God will grow his Church” 



 

 

 
Sunday 3rd August: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

Sunday 17th August: Holy Communion at 9.30am 
 

 

Children’s Church Services at Easingwold—Little Seeds 
for 4 to 9 year olds on Thursdays during term 

time at 3.30pm in the Parish Church 
Please contact Andrew Neville-Smith at 

a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com 
for more details or just turn up 

Raskelf News 

St. Mary’s Restoration update 

The documentation for faculty and planning applications is now complete. The detailed design 
has been finalised and the specification and schedule of works have been produced. The 
Statements of Significances and Needs have also been finalised. All the paperwork was submitted 
to the DAC by 4th July in preparation for their meeting on 22nd July. 

If the DAC agree then a written notice is issued for a period of consultation. After the 
consultation period it then goes to the Chancellor. Once the faculty is issued it will go out to 
tender to conservation contractors for quotes. 

The whole project has now been estimated at around £300/350k.  It will be split into three areas 
but still under the one faculty. The Priority is the Tower and drainage. Preparation for an 
application to the Heritage Lottery fund will be begin once the faculty has been approved. 

PA 

At the recent village community fair when the church provided tea and cakes, 
over £500 was raised for the Restoration Fund. 

Coming up in September (date to be confirmed) 

Organ concert in St. Mary's by John Dunford 

All proceeds to the Restoration.  

At the end of each term the Little Seeds children 
enjoy a party.  

This year, after a picnic and treasure hunt, Andrew 
taught them how to play Sardines which they loved and 
almost tired them out!  

They still managed to have time for a song and  
prayers at the end of the session.  

A good day had by all!  AN-S 

mailto:a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com


 

 

Readings 
 

 

Eucharist  Evening Prayer 
 
3rd August Trinity 7 
Ecclesiastes 1.2, 12-14, 2.18-23  Genesis 50.4-end 
Colossians 3.1-11  1 Corinthians 14.1-19 
Luke 12.13-21 
 
10th August Trinity 8 
Genesis 15.1-6  Isaiah 11.10-16 
Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16  2 Corinthians 2.1-22 
Luke 12.32-40 
 
17th August The Blessed Virgin Mary 
Isaiah 61.10-end  Song of Solomon 2.1-7 
Galatians 4.4-7  Acts 1.1-6 
Luke 1.46-55 
 
24th August Trinity 10 
Isaiah 58.9b-14  Isaiah 30.8-21 
Hebrews 12.18-end  2 Corinthians 9 
Luke 13.10-17 
 
31st August Trinity 11 
Proverbs 25.6-7  Isaiah 33.13-22 
Hebrews 13.1-8, 15-16  John 3.22-36 
Luke 14.1, 7-14 

From the Registers 

 

19th July: Colin Nelson 

 

13th July: George Cordingley 

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP NOTES 

We are all encouraged to read the Bible to help us in our spiritual journey. Where do we start? It 
is quite daunting. This is where the Bible Reading Fellowship can help us. ‘New Daylight’ is a 
daily reading of a short section from the Bible with an explanation of the reading. This helps the 
reader to understand it, and it makes life easier for us because we don’t have to find it in the 
Bible ourselves. 

Please contact Gina, either in Church or by phone on 01347 823843. She can show you 
examples, and, if you decide you would like to try it, she will order it for you and deliver it. It only 
costs £13.80 a year for 365 daily readings – less than 4p a day.  

Gina Smith - 01347 823843—BRF Co-ordinator  



 

 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community, and the 

prayer corner in St John the Baptist and All Saints’ is used regularly. It is a space 

where you are able to write the names of people you would like to have 

remembered in the book there. At St John the Baptist and All Saints’, we join with 

you in your prayers for family, friends and all for whom you care.  

If you would like prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are struggling 

with anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and dedicated group of people will 

pray for you/them.  To be included in prayers, please contact Chris Peel on 01347 823548. 

Please include in your prayers this month:  

 All who live and work to either side of Thirsk Road, Raskelf Road, Alne Road 

 Easingwold County Primary School – staff, pupils and parents; the Live Wires  
out of school club  

 The Parish Church; its worship and outreach; the Dialysis Unit in Tanpit Lane  

 The farming communities around Raskelf and Easingwold 

PRAYING TOGETHER 
 

We are called by Jesus to pray together as well as individually.  This doesn't 

mean just in services - although that is important - but with family, friends or 

Church members. 

We give thanks that a new Vicar, Richard Grant, has been appointed and 

we await the date of his coming to us with his wife, Tess.  Please pray for 

them both as they plan this move and for us as a church, that we will be ready to 

welcome them among us, and to support their ministry.  Please continue to pray for all 

who have already volunteered to help in a variety of ways, and that more will offer their 

abilities to enable us to fill the gaps.  Our new vicar will not do that!!  

Prayer is also needed for the other churches in our town and for our community.  There is 

much to give thanks for, and to pray about locally, as well as for the wider world.  Do join 

us at the Methodist Church on the second Saturday (9th August), as we meet to pray 

with folk from the different churches. 

Nancy Kilburn, Sara Beaumont, Chris Peel       

Bible Conversations 

The next meeting for Bible Conversations will be on  

Tuesday 2nd September (no meeting in August) —10.00am to 11.15am 

at 11 Whiteoak Avenue, Easingwold 

Please arrive early so we can start promptly at 10.00am 

If you would like further information, contact 

Chris Peel (01347 823548) or Sara Beaumont (sarabeaumont.church@gmail.com) 



 

 

COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

Are you interested in joining a lively group who simply enjoy being together exploring deeper 

into God’s Word for today? 

Community Bible Study is rooted in prayer and we share a strong desire to help all people who 

want to understand the world through the Bible. This year, over 30 weeks, we will be studying 

Deuteronomy, Galatians and Ephesians.  

We meet at 9:30am in Kurt’s Bar, Galtres Centre, where we offer a warm, safe environment for 

people to share and grow together in confidence starting on Wednesday 3rd September, 

following the school year for holidays finishing on 6th May. 

Why not come and try a session or two for free? If you decide to join us we ask for a small charge 

to cover refreshments, materials and room booking.  

For further information please contact Sally by email to cbsi@dsign.plus.com 

Open The Book at Easingwold Primary School 

Forthcoming dates: To be announced  

Open the Book (OtB) offers primary school children an opportunity to hear key Bible stories told 

by a team of Christians from local churches, who present the stories during assemblies or acts of 

collective worship. Each presentation takes around 10–15 minutes and can be incorporated into 

a wider school assembly, or can be stand-alone.  

For further information please contact Andrew Neville-Smith at 

a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com 

Parish Passes for York Minster 

 

Any member of the Parish may obtain a digital pass from the PCC Secretary. 

It is valid for one person for one visit only. 

Visiting and closure times are on the York Minster website: 

http://www.yorkminster.org or by telephoning 01904 557275 
 

Email: hazelhenebury@aol.co.uk or phone 01347 239178 

Weekly Email Notices 

If you would like to receive the weekly email notices, which includes details on how to access 

“Zoomed” church services, please contact Sara Beaumont on this 

email:   sarabeaumont.church@gmail.com  

mailto:cbsi@dsign.plus.com
mailto:a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com
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Easingwold & District u3a 
 

COME & JOIN US - £15 per year 
 

The u3a offers a monthly speaker meeting on the 

3rd Tuesday 2pm at the Methodist Church and over 30  

leisure, educational & recreational activities for those 

no longer in fulltime work 

 

Next meeting is on 19th August 

What inspires Art? 

Kevin Byron 

 

easingwold-u3a.org.uk 

 OASIS 
COFFEE MORNING 

Easingwold Methodist Church 
Chapel Street 

Coffee mornings will re-commence on 
Friday 26th September when you are 

welcome to come and share good 
Fair Trade coffee, tea and biscuits, 

with great conversation and fellowship 

Christian Meditation 

 

Most Fridays at 2.30 pm to 3.15 pm at the 

Galtres Centre Function Room (upstairs) 
 

It includes periods of music and silent meditation 

 

In today's culture this is an opportunity of being together in a reflective mood 
including silence. After a brief period of spoken reflection we experience some reflective music. 
We then enter a period of silent meditation for about 20-25 minutes. Some people use a 4-beat 
mantra such as "Ma-ra-na-tha" (or Come Lord Jesus), said twice, (not out loud!) breathing in and 
then when breathing out.   After this, another period of music precedes a final prayer. It doesn’t 
suit everyone but it is something worth trying. Sometimes we have a few comments, even 
laughter, afterwards! In today’s busy-ness people often find this simple and yet cathartic. Even 
children in school use silence as a restful experience! 

 

Perhaps, give it a try? Join us, you are most welcome. 
Contact Marko Jakic  01347 469049  



 

 

 

EDCCA 
Easingwold District Community Care Association 

 

EDCCA can provide many services such as befriending and sitting service for those feeling lonely and to give the 
carer some brief respite.  The volunteer car scheme can get you to medical appointments if you are unable to 
yourself. We also offer minibus trips with Morse. 

EDCCA and the villages Food Bank can supply food if you have a need. We also collect surplus food from the 
two Co-ops and hold stalls outside Cozie from Monday to Friday to distribute this. 

If you are unable to collect prescriptions we have a twice weekly service on Tuesday and Thursdays. We can 
also do small shopping requests for you. 

We have our Dementia Day Centre, the Hub Club based at the football club. 

Our charity boutique on Long Street sells a selection of beautiful pre loved items, why not pop in and take a look. 

For the men we have a Men in Sheds project based at the football club. 

Delicious nutritious meals can be ordered via our Meals on Wheels service delivered Monday to Friday. 

Wheelchairs and other small items can be hired for a nominal fee. 

Our cryptic crossword club meets on Monday downstairs and the Knit and Natter group meet monthly at 
Springhill Court. 

For those wanting to meet others we have our regular Tea and Tarts get together in the Galtres Centre between 
10am and noon, free to attend, all welcome. Enjoy cakes and tea/coffee. The next Tea and Tarts is on 
12th August. 

Our minibus trips this month are to Sleights Garden Centre on 7th August. Enjoy seeing the heather as you 
have a trip across the North York Moors followed by lunch at the garden centre. Fare £20, then on 15th August  
we go to Stokesley and Great Ayton. Pick up a bargain at Stokesley market and treat yourself to a Suggits ice 
cream in Great Ayton. Fare £20 

If you are interested in volunteering with us please contact the office or for any related enquiries.   

We can be contacted by telephone on  01347 822875 
or for car scheme on 01347 822598 or by email  info@edcca.org.uk 

 Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 09.30 am to 12.30 pm 

Books and more to your door 

Home Library and Information Service  
 

Operated by volunteers from Easingwold Community Library with the support of NYC, we 
deliver books (including Large Print and children’s books), audio books, music CDs, DVDs and 
information to the homes of people who find it difficult to get to the library. 

You may be eligible for the free home delivery service if you cannot visit the library or carry books 
because of ill health or disability, or if you are a carer. We deliver to people who live in 
residential and nursing homes, too.  

 If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please ring Easingwold Library on 01609 

534584 or email ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com with your contact details.  

One of our volunteers will be in touch. 

You can raise FREE 

donations for Easingwold and 

Raskelf Anglican Churches 

every time you shop online by using easyfundraising.org.uk! Over 8,000 retailers will donate, including 

all the big names like John Lewis & Partners, BT, Expedia, Argos, ASOS, Just Eat, 

Uswitch and many more!  

So, if you have already signed up, please remember to use easyfundraising.org.uk every time you shop 

online. And, if you haven’t signed up yet, it’s easy and completely free, just go to easyfundraising.org.uk 

and, after signing up, search for and select “Easingwold with Raskelf PCC” as your cause. 

mailto:info@edcca.org.uk
mailto:ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/


 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 

1st Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
 Raskelf 9.30 am Holy Communion  with hymns 
2nd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion  
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom)  
3rd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
 Raskelf 9.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
4th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom) 
5th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
 

Weekdays in Easingwold: 
Wednesday 9.00 am  Holy Communion 
 Thursday 3.45 pm  Little Seeds for 4-9 year olds in church (term time) Contact  
  Andrew Neville-Smith at  a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com  
  for more details or just turn up 

Please note that the services schedule may vary depending upon clergy availability and the 
inclusion of special services which will be listed on page 8 of the parish magazine.. 

 Announcements will be made or, if in doubt, check with the Churchwardens. 

mailto:a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com


 

 

 


