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"Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus." 

Three siblings, all special friends of Jesus who would visit the family’s home regularly in a little 
town called Bethany not far away from Jerusalem. From the stories that we hear in the 
Bible we find that the two sisters are very different. One, Mary sitting listening to every word of 
her guest and the other, Martha who spent her time working hard to serve Jesus.  

It would have been the custom for the female hosts to serve guests and not sit listening to the 
words of the guest so Mary was being a rebel and ignoring all the rules and regulations of being 
a hostess leaving her sister to do all of the work. It is easy on first reading to take the side of 
Martha who is annoyed at Mary for leaving her to do all of the work and complains to Jesus. 
Jesus does not take her point and suggests that she is being too busy and is distracted from 
really being there for him.  

A simple story but one, like so many in the Bible, we can all relate to. It’s a story of siblings that 
is repeated every day. “He/she is leaving me to do all of the work!” 

It is usually the lazier child that gets into trouble for not helping the industrious one. Jesus was 
always turning convention on its head; it almost seems like he is praising the one who is idle. 
Maybe it feels as if he is giving credit to the one who uses his or her initiative to do the least 
possible but that is not really what this is about.  

This story is about our distractions from God. Martha was using her work as an excuse for not 
listening to the words of God. Jesus was probably such a good friend that if he was in the 21st 
century he would be the one putting the kettle on and making the family a drink in their own 
home. It was not necessary for Martha to be continually at work, Mary knew that and listened 
to his words.  

In our lives, it is so easy to be distracted by what is around us and then blaming anyone or 
anything but ourselves. Do we, like Mary, sit and listen to Christ or do we, like Martha, become 
distracted by our lives? Do we blame others? Do we ever say “I can’t come to church because 
the family are coming and I need to prepare food”? Do we ever say “I can’t spend time in prayer 
this morning as I have to go out”? There will be many other examples in our lives that 
distract us from God.  

Martha does learn her lesson as when Lazarus died, Martha leaves her guests and her mourning 
and goes to meet Jesus. She knows that she has to listen to the words of Jesus, and she states 
that she believes in the resurrection and that Jesus is the Son of God. She is rewarded by the 
raising of her brother. 

29th July is not a day that springs to mind where we stop and think about God, but maybe it 
should be as it is St Martha’s Day. Martha is the patron saint of servants and cooks, it is a day 
when those who are far too busy to spend time with God need to be reminded that they should 
put God first in all that they do.  

Every blessing for July 



 

 

NOVELTY DOG SHOW! 

A wide variety of canine competitors brought their owners along to the Market Green as part of 
the Jubilee celebrations. Their objective: to vie for ‘Best-in-Class’ in a range of disciplines: Fancy 
Dress, Waggiest Tail, Best Biscuit Catcher, Sit and Stay, and Best Trick. Entry fees of £1 per dog in 
each class were charged, with the proceeds going to Easingwold Lions and St Leonard’s Hospice. 

Competition was fierce, though sometimes hampered by the 
desire of the entrants to fraternise! But winners and runners-up 
were eventually decided and awarded rosettes. 

This very enjoyable event was arranged by Margaret Young from 
the Parish Church, with Alex Cranfield having the unenviable task 
of judging.  M.W. 

JUBILEE SONGS OF PRAISE 
 

The  Jubilee commemorations concluded with an ecumenical Songs of Praise service. We were 
greeted by Rev’d Lottie Cranfield who introduced David Senior who played a specially written 
piece for cornet: “Majesty“.  
Rev’d Margaret Young, Vicar of Easingwold, led an opening prayer, and then introduced our 
group of musicians, who accompanied the opening hymn: “I vow to thee my country”. 
We heard a reading from Luke’s Gospel, by Rev’d Elizabeth Cushion followed by the hymn: 
“Praise, my soul, the King of heaven”. Rev’d Deacon Chris Peel read from the Queen’s speech at 
her Coronation, before the hymn: “Lord of all hopefulness”, followed by Brian Taylor who spoke 
about the Silver Jubilee and the Queen’s speech to Parliament on that occasion. 
We sang the hymn: “Love divine, all loves excelling”, and Lottie read out a piece of personal 
reminiscences by David Kenworthy, about the many occasions he had met the Queen and the 
royal family, particularly from his time in the police.   
The hymn: “Be still, my soul” was followed by Elizabeth leading our prayers, concluding with the 
Lord’s Prayer, before we sang the National Anthem. Margaret gave a final Blessing and thanked 
the musicians and all involved. It was a most inspiring occasion and a great tribute to 
Her Majesty. And the rain held off!   M.W. 

PLATINUM JUBILEE WORLD RECORD 

When the bells of Easingwold church rang out to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee, one of the eight 
bell ringers was Arthur Rogers who was born in the same decade as the Queen.  On that evening, 
Arthur, in what only can be described as a Royal Flush in bellringing terms, completed something 
he started when he rang to celebrate VE and VJ days in 1945 aged thirteen. In 1947 he rang to 
celebrate the marriage of Princess Elizabeth to Prince Philip, in 1953 he rang for the Coronation, 
in 1977 for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee, in 2002 for the Golden Jubilee and in 2012 for the 
Diamond Jubilee and on 2nd June this year he rang at Easingwold in celebration of the Platinum 
Jubilee. An amazing achievement and record over eight decades. Arthur learnt to ring at Elland 
parish church and within a year rang his first peal of 5040 changes in three hours. 

Congratulations and well done Arthur. 



 

 

PCC Treasurer Vacancy 

The PCC is looking for someone to take on 

the role of Treasurer. 

Initially this would involve working alongside the present Treasurer, Bill Henebury, for the 
next few months and then fully take over the role. Bill is currently supported by Kamal Antoun 
and Peter Simpson who are happy to continue in their roles during the transitional period and 
thereafter.  

If you are interested, please contact  
vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org  

or Bill Henebury on 01347 239178 

 As many of you know I was due to take part in the Great North Swim in aid of Cancer Research 
UK. Due to the weather, the event was cancelled so I swam for 45 minutes in Lake Semerwater.  
 
As we were driving from the A1 towards Leyburn we passed through the lovely countryside and 
the weather was looking good. But as we travelled from Leyburn to Semerwater the weather 
became cloudier and on the final descent down to the water became very windy. The water 
was quite choppy so I kept close to the shoreline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forty-five minutes later I was ready for a cup of hot tea, a 
pint of coke and a huge plate of steak pie and chips. 

I would like to thank everyone who sponsored me, over 

£2,200 was raised. 

 



 

 

St John the Baptist Men's Group 
At our June meeting Brian Taylor shared about Ascension and the reaction from the disciples 
and the privileged position we are in. 
 
David Weatherall has kindly agreed to share at our next meeting on ‘I sometimes feel like the 
only one‘ which will be on 
 

Friday 8 July at 10am in 
 

‘Morning Coffee Afternoon Tea’ on Long Street in Easingwold 
 

Anyone is welcome to join us for a bit of breakfast and time of fellowship. 
 
We meet in the restaurant area [turn right when you come in through the front door and con-
tinue to the far area of the restaurant]. 
 
If you would like to join us then please just come along, or if you would like further details 
please contact me at 
 

david@dkbassociates.co.uk or on 07789 900 939. 
 

God bless 
David Brown 

Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Appeal 2022 
 
 
 
Yes, the year is passing rapidly and so this is a reminder that we will be filling shoe 
boxes again this year from September onwards. 

I hope that you will start collecting for yours, remembering that we cannot send 
any liquids (including toothpaste) and no sweets or books with a lot of print.  

There will be knitted items available when you collect your box in September. 

I have constant information from Samaritan’s Purse, who have contacts on the 
ground in very many countries, about how appreciated these boxes are to the 
children who have little or nothing. 

With thanks for your giving, 

Deacon Chris Peel (Tel: 01347 823548) 

mailto:david@dkbassociates.co.uk


 

 

SERVICES AND EVENTS: JULY 2022  
To contact Rev’d Margaret Young, tel: 01347 821394 

or email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org 
The Vicar’s day off is Monday 

Children are welcome at all our services  

Services at Easingwold Parish Church 

Sunday and Wednesday 9.00 am—Holy Communion 

Sunday 10.30 am—Holy Communion 

(This service is also accessible on Zoom on 2nd and 4th Sundays in the month) 

Sunday 10th July: Family Service at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 17th July: Café Church at 6.30 pm 

WOMEN’S GROUP 
A very informal group looking at ways to help one another and the community 

Meeting in the Parish Church, Easingwold 

1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month 7.00-9.00pm 

July dates: 7th and 21st 

Children’s Church Services at Easingwold 
 

IGNITE 
for 7-13 year olds (approx) 

Fridays at 3.45 pm 
at the Vicarage 

FAMILY SERVICE 
2nd Sunday in the month 

4.30 pm at the Parish Church 
 

Craft — Singing — Drama—Bible Stories — Prayers 

Please ring Vicar Margaret on 01347 821394 for more details or just turn up 

Mothers' Union  

Thursday 21st July at 10am 

Communion and Coffee in the Parish Church 

 

It would be greatly appreciated if those who stay behind for refreshments 
following the Sunday morning services could consider making a small contribution 

towards the costs of the tea, coffee and biscuits. 

Thank you. 



 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 
1st Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
  4.00 pm Evening Prayer/Evensong 
 Raskelf 10.30 am Holy Communion  
2nd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion  
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
  4.30 pm Family Service 
 Raskelf  No Service  
3rd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
  6.30 pm Café Church —a relaxed informal service 
 Raskelf 10.30 am Holy Communion 
4th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
  4.00 pm May be a special service of  
   Taize or Healing on this or 5th Sundays  
 Raskelf  No Service 
5th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
 Raskelf  No Service 

Weekdays in Easingwold: 
 Wednesday 9.00 am Holy Communion 
 1st & 3rd Thursdays: 7.00-9.00pm—Women’s Group in the Parish Church 
 3rd Thursday 10.00 am Mothers’ Union Holy Communion 
 Friday 3.45 pm  at the Vicarage —Ignite (for older primary and 
  early secondary age groups)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 3rd July: Holy Communion at 10.30 am 

Wednesday 6th July: Lite Bite Lunch at the Old Black Bull at 12 noon 

Sunday 17th July: Holy Communion at 10.30am 

 

 



 

 

Readings 

  

Evening Prayer in Easingwold is on the 1st Sunday in the month at 4pm 

 
3rd July Thomas the Apostle Evensong 
Habakkuk 2:1-4  Job 42:1-6 
Ephesians 2:19-end  1 Peter 1:3-12 
John 20:24-29 
 
10th July Trinity 4 
Deuteronomy 30:9-14 Genesis 32:9-30 
Colossians 1:1-14  Mark 7:1-23 
Luke 10:25-37 
 
17th July Trinity 5 
Genesis 18:1-10a  Genesis 41:1-16. 25-37 
Colossians 1:15-28  1 Corinthians 4:8-13 
Luke 10:38-42 
 
24th July James the Apostle 
Jeremiah 45:1-5 Jeremiah 26:1-15 
Acts 11:27-12:2 Mark 1:14-20 
Matthew 20:20-28 
 
31st July Trinity 7 
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:16-23  Genesis 50:4-end 
Colossians 3:1-11  1 Corinthians 14:1-19 
Luke 12:13-21 
  

From the Registers 

 

18th June: Shaun Leggott and Bethany Jackson 
 

9th June: Moira Willis 

 



 

 

PRAYER CORNER 

Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community. At St John the 

Baptist and All Saints’, we join with you in your prayers for family, friends and 

all whom you care for. There is currently no access to the church to visit the 

prayer corner to write down the names of those you are concerned for. If you 

would like prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are 

struggling with anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and 

dedicated circle of people will pray for you/them. If you would like prayer, 

please contact Reverend Lottie Cranfield on 07807 941528.  

Please include in your prayers this month:  

 All who live and work in the area between Long Street and Church Hill 

 Little Fishes' children and parents; the Ignite after school  

 Springhill Court staff, residents, and the many activities held, supported by volunteers; both 
Day Centres – staff, volunteers and clients  

 The police and community policing in Easingwold & Raskelf 

 

 
Prayer is always important and is something we can all do daily. We pray for 

ourselves and our family, for the troubled world, for our church and community. 

Every month - the second Saturday - you have the opportunity to join with 

others from the churches in Easingwold to pray. 

 

We meet at The New Inn (Morning Coffee—Afternoon Tea) on Long Street. 

 

Arrive from 8.45am for coffee/tea. 

Prayer begins at 9.00am for approximately 30 minutes. 

We would love you to come and join us on Saturday 9th July from 8.45am 

Open The Book at 

Easingwold Primary School 

Tuesday 19th July 

Parish Magazine Delivery 



 

 

The Platinum Jubilee was celebrated in a novel way, by hosting a beautiful 

display of 17 wedding dresses, loaned by local ladies! They spanned a range of 

years, from 1901 (!) to 2017, in a variety of styles, including a Sari, 

complemented by some baptism gowns.  

There were write-ups about each dress and some general information about wedding customs, 

like ‘Trains’ (the bridal sort!) and the ‘Right to Object’.  Appropriate music played throughout. 

The display saw 180+  visitors and donations raised over £400 for the church restoration fund. 

M.W. 



 

 

was the venue over the holiday weekend for a special Art Exhibition.  

“Good Evening Mr Bond” 
H.M Queen Elizabeth in 

conversation with Daniel Craig 
at the Olympics in London on 

27th July 2012 
Pencil sketch by David Senior 

People had been invited to submit their own pictures of Her Majesty for 

display. They certainly came up with some excellent portraits, in a variety of styles, including a 

collage donated by Outwood Academy. What a wealth of artistic talent there is in our town!   

M.W. 

This image was 

created by  Sue Thorn 

in 1969 on a manual 

typewriter during her 

secretarial 

training course at 

York Central College 

of Further Education.  

The coloured marks 

are due to its age. 



 

 

 



 

 
Parish Passes for 

York Minster 

 

The Parish pass scheme for visits 

to York Minster has gone digital! 

 

Anyone one who wishes to use the scheme 
to visit the Minster must make a reservation 
in advance as the number of daily visitors is 

strictly limited. 
 

A reservation for a specific date and time can 
be made via the Minster website: 

www.yorkminster.org  or by telephoning 
01904 557275 to make a booking. 

 

Parts of the Minster are closed from time to 
time so visitors must check the calendar on 

the website or telephone to find out. 
 
 

Parish passes are obtainable from the 
PCC Secretary 

Email: hazelhenebury@aol.co.uk 
or phone 01347 239178 

mailto:hazelhenebury@aol.co.uk


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
MORNING COFFEE AFTERNOON TEA AT THE NEW INN 

62-66 LONG STREET, EASINGWOLD, YO61 1HT 

Open: 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Thursday 8.00am to 7.30pm 
Friday & Saturday 8.00am to 8.30pm 

Sunday—Closed 

 

We are a coffee shop and licenced restaurant in the 
community of Easingwold. 

Driven by our Christian faith we support the community in 
offering voluntary placements and funding to 

local organisations. 

They have included overseas placements, local school 
football kits, the local cricket club and local charities. 

The restaurant is a development of the business within 
the community. 

The building allows us to facilitate local groups for events. 

 

Tel: 01347 821692 

Email: info@mc-at.co.uk 

Website: www.mc-at.co.uk 

mailto:INFO@MC-AT.CO.UK

