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It’s Good To Smile 

Preachers and Pastors 

Reverend Billy Graham tells of a time in his early ministry when he arrived at a small 
town to preach a sermon. Needing to post a letter, he asked a young boy the way to 
the post office. “If you come to the Baptist Church this evening, you can hear me 
telling everyone how to get to heaven.” 

The boy replied, “Thanks, but I don’t think I’ll bother.. You don’t even know your way 
to the post office. 
 

 

The new vicar’s car broke down so he took it to the local garage on Monday. The 
mechanic identified the fault and said it would take a few days to fix. “Please go easy 
on the costs,” said the vicar, “I’m just a poor preacher.” 

“I know,” said the mechanic, “I heard you yesterday.” 
 

From “Bloopers and Blessings” compiled by Judith Merrell 
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 The first weekend in June is usually a rather sad affair. The FA Cup Final took place on the 
17th of May, and as I write this it is yet unknown whether Crystal Palace can overcome the mighty 
Man City. In addition to this the final Premier League games happened on the 25th of May, and 
again, as I write this I don’t know whether Newcastle secured a Champions League Place, nor do 
I know who won this year’s Champions League Final on the 31st of May.  

 That’s it, no World Cup or Euros in 2025, so it’s a case of football over now until we reach 
the Charity Shield game at some point in mid-August, a game that certainly looks to be between 
Liverpool and Man City. 

 As I pen this article (perhaps that should be ‘Keyboard’ this article) in time for the magazine 
copy date things are as yet still undecided when it comes to the top five in the Premiership, and 
there are still possibilities for Aston Villa, Chelsea and Nottingham Forrest to beat Newcastle to 
one of those Champions League spots. 

 Why, you might ask, is an ordained priest in the Church of England, which is what I am, so 
obsessed with football? 

 Well, it’s probably because the God I believe in also likes football; he must do, after all he 
invented the game.  

 It’s true! If you open the Bible you’ll find loads about football in its pages. You’ll also find an 
endless list of clubs contained within it: there’s Derby, Queen of the South, Arsenal, Reading 
(probably best pronounced reading but it’s spelt the same). Then there’s Hull, Leeds (spelt 
LEADS), Ayr (spelt AIR), not to mention Saints, United, City, Forest and even the Hammers - who, 
might I say, haven’t had a brilliant year after getting rid of David Moyes as their manager. Oh and 
there’s also Mansfield and Bury (yes honestly, trust me, it actually says ‘go and Bury him in that 
Man’s field’). 

 But we already know that Liverpool have secured the Premier League Title, Newcastle have 
won the Carabao Cup – their first domestic silverware in some 70 years, and alongside Liverpool 
there will be a further four teams delighted with places in the Champions League come the end 
of the season, a couple more in the Europa League, one in the European Conference League, and 
of course there will be an FA Cup winner (probably not Crystal Palace – but I do hope that I’m 
wrong in that). 

 And before we reach the glory of the World Cup which is taking place in July next year as 
the competition visits the U.S., Canada and Mexico (assuming they are all still talking to each  
other amidst the current ‘Trade Wars’), and we then see which players have impressed Thomas 
Tuchel enough throughout next season to secure a place in the England squad, and also which 
ones have been left out – before we get to that point, there will already have been stacks of 
disappointment faced by a great many players, and yes, probably managers as well who work in 
a very precarious world. 



 

 
 But whoever wins cups, leagues, promotion or whatever, there will be those who miss out, 
those who feel the bitter taste of failure. And they’ll no doubt find it extremely difficult - it’s a 
very humbling experience realising that you’ve failed, that you’re not the best at the end of the 
day. 

 A prayer I heard some time ago is probably very suitable for footballers, or indeed anyone 
who finds themselves in a challenging situation. It goes like this: 

 

Dear Lord, so far today I’ve done alright: I haven’t showed my fear and 
disappointment to anyone, I haven’t been overbearing, arrogant or obnoxious. I’m 
really glad I’ve accomplished all of these things on my own. But in a few minutes 
Lord, I’m going to have to get out of bed and face the day – and from that point 
on, I’ll need all the help I can get from you. Amen. 

 

Blessings as always, 

 

CHORAL EVENSONG FOR PENTECOST 

At Easingwold Parish Church 

Introit O Holy Spirit, Lord of grace  -  

 Christopher Tye  

Preface, Confession and Absolution and 

Opening Responses  Tallis 

Hymn 104   Come, Holy Ghost, our souls  

 inspire 

Psalm 104  vv 24 - 35  Chant – H. Smart 

Old Testament Lesson  Exodus 33 7-20 

Magnificat  Herbert Brewer in D 

New Testament Lesson   John 16 4b - 5 

Nunc Dimittis  Herbert Brewer in D  

Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Responses and Collects 

Anthem  If ye love me – Thomas Tallis 

Hymn 77   Breathe on me, Breath of God 

Hymn  102  Come down, O love divine 

Easingwold Deanery 

Ecumenical Choir 

SUNDAY 8TH JUNE AT 4PM 

Please contact Peter Smith at 

petersmith41@btinternet.com 

to confirm if you are available to sing 



 

 

Churchwarden’s Report for the 2025 APCM 
 

 This past year has been a challenging one. For much of the year Margaret Young has been 
sick and, in November, retired as our incumbent due to her ill-health. During this period we have 
relied heavily on retired clergy, Robin Davill, John Hetherington, Trevor Lewis and David Senior as 
well as visiting clergy including Adele Rees. With all the help that has surrounded us we have 
kept our church open and many extra activities going. I am grateful to Alizon Leese for her help in 
arranging the clergy rota over the period of Margaret’s illness and in interregnum. 

 I am grateful too to those colleagues on PCC who have worked to prepare our Parish Profile, 
to make arrangements to advertise our vacancy and to interview shortlisted candidates. All of 
this has been achieved at an admirable pace and it is hoped that our new incumbent will be in 
role within a few months. 

 Work on the church building and churchyard has been largely undertaken with the help of 
Peter Simpson and I am grateful for his knowledge, experience and time (not to mention coffee) 
in achieving much this year. 

 Peter has worked on the churchyard, removing a yew hedge that had never properly 
established and laying a new footpath through the area. The are has been cleared of left-over 
topsoil and some overgrown hedges trimmed right back. This has enabled burials in the church-
yard extension. 

 We have had the dead ash tree removed from the old graveyard and have made 
arrangements for the main path to the church to be re-laid early in the new church year. 
Following a tree and shrub plan undertaken on our behalf by Bartletts, we have removed dead 
branches from some trees as well as undertaking a plan for the monitoring and improvement of 
all trees in our churchyard and car park areas. 

 A faulty window in church will be closed and, following a particularly destructive storm, we 
removed branches from the cypress tree that borders the church path and made good the 
electrics, with a view to replacing a lamppost that was blown over in the same storm. 

 We look ahead to the new year, when we intend to make arrangements to redirect our 
water supply and replace some old pipes. We will make arrangements for repairs to the church 
roof in line with the most recent quinquennial report. 

 All in all it has been quite a year and I am more than grateful for all the help and support 
during my own health absences. I am astonished at what we have achieved 
together over the last year and now look to future challenges with hope and positivity. 

 Since taking over the role of Churchwarden in April (2024) I have attended a Churchwarden 
workshop in Clifton Moor where the diocese arranged talks about money, building requirements 
and possibilities, and spiritual leadership.  Repairs to a broken stained glass window were 
undertaken, and tree surgeons have lopped three lime trees, removing dangerous and broken 
branches and raising their crowns. The dead ash tree in the graveyard has also been checked out 
and plans are in place for its removal. Work will commence as soon as planning approval has 
been received. 

 It was agreed by PCC that Bartletts would undertake a tree and shrub survey of the 
churchyard, but the date has not yet been fixed. 

 Work continues with our architect, Alexa Stephens to repair the footpath from the lychgate 
to the porch, redirecting our water supply as well as electricity supply to the lychgate for 
installation of a defibrillator.  

 

Laura Varney 



 

 

YOU and ME 
.......bringing people together  

 

On Wednesday 14th May  a small group visited the Birds of Prey Centre at Burn Hall. We had 

a really interesting time viewing the wide variety of birds, 98 in all. This was followed by an 

interesting and informative not to say amusing talk about the different birds. We heard 

about their countries of origin, amazing skills and incredible abilities. We all had an 

opportunity to have owls and even a Golden eagle fly onto our gloved hands. It proved to be 

a splendid morning out.  

 

Please note that the Afternoon Tea which was to be held in church on Sunday 22nd June is 

now cancelled.  Look out for a new programme to be published soon. 
 
 

 

 

Hazel and the You and Me Team 

Your Church Needs You! 

Volunteers are essential to keep any organisation running and we are fortunate in having many to 

fill the essential jobs.  However there are always others needed, as some have to stand down for 

a variety of reasons.  We have been looking for a Treasurer for over a year now and it is time that 

position is filled.  There is a treasury team and back up will be provided, so you would not be on 

your own.  Could it be you, or do you know someone who might, with encouragement, fill this 

important role? 

I am looking for someone who might be willing to order the necessary items for sacristy (candles, 

wafers, wine etc)?  This is not an onerous job but needs someone to keep an eye open as to 

when items are required.   

We also need someone willing to check on household items (paper towels soaps etc) and acquire 

those as needed and then put in a claim?    

Have you thought of leading intercessions (training given) occasionally?  We are constantly in 

need of people to help with coffee after services, or on other occasions when we host 

events?  We also need more to help maintain the flowers, which we enjoy each week in church.  

Please do seriously consider whether you could help in some way and if so contact me 

(Chris Peel 01347 823548) or the Parish Administrator (office@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org) at 

any time.  Thank you. 

http://hand.it/
mailto:office@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org


 

 

SERVICES AND EVENTS: JUNE 2025  
For any queries, please contact one of the Churchwardens or our 

Parish Administrator (see contact details on page 3) 
Children are welcome at all our services  

 

Services at Easingwold Parish Church 

Sunday and Wednesday 9.00am—Holy Communion 

Sunday 10.30am—Holy Communion 

 

Service at 

Springhill Court, Manor Road, 

Easingwold 

Widows’ Group 
Our next meeting will be held after the  

10.30am service on 

Sunday 1st June 

in the choir vestry at the back of the church 

and a warm welcome is extended to anyone who 

wishes to attend. 

Nancy Kilburn 

Tuesday 10th June 

at 3pm 

Holy Communion 

All welcome 

Christians Together around Easingwold (CTAE) 
 

CTAE Quiet Afternoon 
3.00-5.00pm on Saturday 7th June at 

St John's Roman Catholic Church, Long Street 

 

The monthly prayer meeting will be on 

Saturday 14th June at 9am at the Methodist Church 

If you are a Christian, please come and join this short time of prayer for our churches, 
town, country and world.  

“In unity God will grow his Church” 

Open The Book at Easingwold Primary School 
Forthcoming dates: 12th June; 3rd & 17th July  

For further information please contact Andrew Neville-Smith at 

a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com 

 

Sunday 8th June 

Choral Evensong for Pentecost at 4pm 

See separate notice earlier in the magazine 

mailto:a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com


 

 

Please note: the monthly “Lite Bite Lunch” 

is postponed until further notice 

 
Sunday 1st June: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

Sunday 15th June: Holy Communion at 9.30am 

 
 

Churchwarden’s Report for the 2025 APCM 

St Mary’s Church, Raskelf 

 

 Services continued on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 9.30am with coffee and tea 
served afterwards. Thank you to all the clergy who have taken our regular and special services. 

 The Harvest Festival in October was also Rev’d Margaret’s final service. At the end, 
refreshments were served and several gifts were given to Margaret and Tim to thank them for all 
they had done for St Mary’s and our village. £354 was collected for RABI. 

 The collection taken at the Service for Remembrance was for the Royal British Legion. 

 The carol service with Easingwold Town Band was well attended with mulled wine and 
mince pies served afterwards. 

 Unfortunately we could not have the Crib and Christingle service on Christmas Eve as there 
were no available clergy but everyone was invited to Easingwold Church to join the services held 
there. The Christmas Eve service, led by Rev’d Adele, commenced in The Old Black Bull where 
carols, accompanied by two instrumentalists, were sung inside before the congregation made its 
way to the church along with Abby the donkey. After pausing en route to sing and hear readings, 
the group entered the church to join the rest of the congregation and to partake in 
Holy Communion. 

 We continued to fundraise during the year towards the Restoration Fund. The bingo evening 
raised £657 and the curry night £1,135. I would once again like to thank everyone who supported 
our fundraising events in 2024. 

 The application made for a grant to UK Shared Prosperity Fund North Yorkshire was 
successful and they gave us £16,990 for the feasibility study into the tower up to RIBA stage 2. In 
addition we were awarded £3k from the National Churches Trust towards the same project. 

 In November both the Measured Building, Topographical Site Surveyor and the Structural 
Engineer came to the church and submitted reports to the Architects so that plans for the tower 
can be drawn up. 

 Volunteers still come in regularly to tidy up and cut the grass around the church. £20 was 
donated towards the cost of petrol for the mower. 

 The five year electrical test was carried out in April, the fire extinguishers have been serviced 
and the annual lightning protection check carried out. 

Pat Allen 



 

 

Readings 
 

 

Eucharist  Evening Prayer 
 
1st June Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 16.16-34  Isaiah 44.1-18 
Revelation 22.12-14, 16-17, 20-end  Ephesians 4.7-16 
John 17.20-26 
 
8th June Pentecost 
Acts 2.1-21  Exodus 33.7-20 
Romans 8.14-17  2 Corinthians 3.4-end 
John 14.8-17, 25-27 
 
15th June Trinity Sunday 
Proverbs 8.1-4, 22-31  Exodus 3.1-15 
Romans 5.1-5  John 3.1-17 
John 16.12-15 
 
22nd June The Birth of John the Baptist 
Isaiah 40.1-11  Malachi 4 
Acts 13.14b-26  Matthew 11.2-19 
Luke 1.57-66, 80 
 
29th June Peter and Paul Apostles 
Acts 12.1-11  Ezekial 34.11-16 
2 Timothy 4.6-8, 17-18  John 21.15-22 
Matthew 16.13-19 

From the Registers 

 

17th April: Mary Margaret Harbisher 
(amendment of date from May issue) 

 

6th May: Wendy Gregory (Raskelf) 

 

27th May: Charles William Smith and Holly Emma Lee 

24th April: Vera Maud Sanderson 

1st May: Ann Craig 

28th May: Doreen Hutchinson 

28th May: John Barr 



 

 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community, and the 

prayer corner in St John the Baptist and All Saints’ is used regularly. It is a space 

where you are able to write the names of people you would like to have 

remembered in the book there. At St John the Baptist and All Saints’, we join with 

you in your prayers for family, friends and all for whom you care.  

If you would like prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are struggling 

with anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and dedicated group of people will 

pray for you/them.  To be included in prayers, please contact Chris Peel on 01347 823548. 

Please include in your prayers this month:  

 All who live and work in the southern area of Easingwold  

 Outwood Academy's staff and pupils; activities taking place out of school hours 

 St John the Evangelist Roman Catholic Church; the Community Church; Hope Church  

 Those living at The Green, Raskelf 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

 

We are called by Jesus to pray together as well as individually.  This doesn't 

mean just in services - although that is important - but with family, friends or 

Church members. 

Prayers are especially needed for our church at this time as we await the appointment of 

a new vicar.   Many are helping to keep the church running in a variety of different ways 

and we give thanks for all of them.  We pray that the right person will come to lead us for-

ward in the coming years. 

Prayer is also needed for the other churches in our town and for our community.  There is 

much to give thanks for, and to pray about locally, as well as for the wider world.  Do join 

us at the Methodist Church on the second Saturday (10th May), as we meet to pray with 

folk from the different churches. 

Nancy Kilburn, Sara Beaumont, Chris Peel       

Bible Conversations 

We  meet at 11 Whiteoak Avenue on   

Tuesday 3rd June —10.00am to 11.15am 

Please arrive early so we can start promptly at 10.00am 

Come along and find out more about  St John’s Gospel 

If you would like further information, contact 

Chris Peel (01347 823548) or Sara Beaumont (sarabeaumont.church@gmail.com) 



 

 

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP NOTES 

We are all encouraged to read the Bible to help us in our spiritual journey. Where do we start? It 
is quite daunting. This is where the Bible Reading Fellowship can help us. ‘New Daylight’ is a 
daily reading of a short section from the Bible with an explanation of the reading. This helps the 
reader to understand it, and it makes life easier for us because we don’t have to find it in the 
Bible ourselves. 

Please contact Gina, either in Church or by phone. (01347 823843). She can show you examples, 
and, if you decide you would like to try it, she will order it for you and deliver it. It only costs 
£13.80 a year for 365 daily readings – less than 4p a day.  

Gina Smith - 01347 823843—BRF Co-ordinator  

Christian Meditation 

 

Most Fridays at 2.30 pm to 3.15 pm at the 

Galtres Centre Function Room (upstairs) 
 

It includes periods of music and silent meditation 

 

In today's culture this is an opportunity of being together in a reflective mood 
including silence. After a brief period of spoken reflection we experience some reflective music. 
We then enter a period of silent meditation for about 20-25 minutes. Some people use a 4-beat 
mantra such as "Ma-ra-na-tha" (or Come Lord Jesus), said twice, (not out loud!) breathing in and 
then when breathing out.   After this, another period of music precedes a final prayer. It doesn’t 
suit everyone but it is something worth trying. Sometimes we have a few comments, even 
laughter, afterwards! In today’s busy-ness people often find this simple and yet cathartic. Even 
children in school use silence as a restful experience! 

 

Perhaps, give it a try? Join us, you are most welcome. 

Contact Marko Jakic  01347 469049  

Children’s Church Services at Easingwold 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following on from the Easter stories that the Little Seeds group have been told, we 
had reached  Breakfast by the Sea with Jesus. So, we decided that the children 
could have their own picnic in the graveyard. They added their own spreads to 
cream crackers and enjoyed other picnic food. The picture shows some if them 
enjoying the experience.  

LITTLE SEEDS 

for 4 to 9 year olds on Thursdays during 

term time at 3.30pm in the Parish Church 

Please contact Andrew Neville-Smith at 

a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com 

mailto:a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com


 

 
Easingwold & District u3a 

 

COME & JOIN US - £15 per year 
 

The u3a offers a monthly speaker meeting on the 

3rd Tuesday 2pm at the Methodist Church and over 30  

leisure, educational & recreational activities for those 

no longer in fulltime work 

 

Next meeting is on 17th June 

Amy Johnson, 

Hull’s Pioneering Aviator 

Michele Beadle 

 

easingwold-u3a.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and share good Fair Trade coffee, tea and biscuits, 
with great conversation and fellowship 

OASIS 
COFFEE MORNING 

Easingwold Methodist Church 
Chapel Street 

Friday 27th June 
09.45 – 11.30 

Also 

BOOTSHOP STAND 

With lovely handmade cards, 
paintings, gifts and soft 

furnishings 

A prayer for the new Pope Leo XIV, Bishop of Rome.  

Almighty God, 
shepherd and guardian of all, 

We pray for your servant Pope Leo. 
Grant him grace to follow in the footsteps 

of the Good Shepherd, 
to preach the Gospel with boldness, 

to build up your people in unity and peace, 

and to serve them with humility and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/topical-prayers/prayer-new-pope 

Deanery Synod meets in the Parish Church 

Wednesday 11th June 7.00pm 

 If you wish to see what happens at these meetings, pop along to see 



 

 

 

EDCCA 
 

Easingwold District Community Care Association 

 

EDCCA offers a range of services including befriending, volunteer car scheme, shopping and  

prescription collection service. We have groups such as Men in Sheds, Crossword Club, Knit and Natter 

club and our Hub club for those with Dementia. Our next Tea and Tarts monthly social gathering  will be 

on  Tuesday 13th May from 10am until noon in the lounge area of the Galtres Centre, entry is free. 

We can offer Meals on Wheels, wheelchair hire, our beautiful charity boutique, carers sitting service and 

Citizens Advice sessions minibus in the Galtres car park. 

We hold Food share stalls outside the Cozie building Monday to Friday and if you require Food Bank 

support please call our telephone line 0772 44 44 750, calls listened to daily. 

The day trip on 5th June will take us to the Filey and Filey Bird Garden and Animal Park, there is 

an additional charge for the park.  

 
If you are interested in volunteering with us please contact the office (number below) 

or for any related enquiries.   

We can be contacted by telephone on  01347 822875 

or for car scheme on 01347 822598 or by email  info@edcca.org.uk 

 Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 09.30 am to 12.30 pm 

Books and more to your door 

Home Library and Information Service  
 

Operated by volunteers from Easingwold Community Library with the support of NYC, we 

deliver books (including Large Print and children’s books), audio books, music CDs, DVDs and 

information to the homes of people who find it difficult to get to the library.  

 

You may be eligible for the free home delivery service if you cannot visit the library or carry books 

because of ill health or disability, or if you are a carer. We deliver to people who live in 

residential and nursing homes, too.  

 

 If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please ring Easingwold Library on 01609 

534584 or email ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com with your contact details.  

One of our volunteers will be in touch. 

You can raise FREE 

donations for Easingwold and 

Raskelf Anglican Churches 

every time you shop online by using easyfundraising.org.uk! Over 8,000 retailers will donate, including 

all the big names like John Lewis & Partners, BT, Expedia, Argos, ASOS, Just Eat, 

Uswitch and many more!  

So, if you have already signed up, please remember to use easyfundraising.org.uk every time you shop 

online. And, if you haven’t signed up yet, it’s easy and completely free, just go to easyfundraising.org.uk 

and, after signing up, search for and select “Easingwold with Raskelf PCC” as your cause. 

mailto:info@edcca.org.uk
mailto:ecl.generalenquiries@gmail.com
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/


 

 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 

1st Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
 Raskelf 9.30 am Holy Communion  with hymns 
2nd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion  
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom)  
3rd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
 Raskelf 9.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
4th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns (also on Zoom) 
5th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion with hymns 
 

Weekdays in Easingwold: 
Wednesday 9.00 am  Holy Communion 
 Thursday 3.45 pm  Little Seeds for 4-9 year olds in church (term time) Contact  
  Andrew Neville-Smith at  a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com  
  for more details or just turn up 

Please note that the services schedule may vary depending upon clergy availability and the 
inclusion of special services which will be listed on page 8 of the parish magazine.. 

 Announcements will be made or, if in doubt, check with the Churchwardens. 

mailto:a.nevillesmith@btinternet.com


 

 

 


