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Tuesday the 1st of March is St David’s Day, but if eating daffodil petals is the only culinary 
delight to look forward too, then I’d rather opt for the 1st of March being Shrove Tuesday and 
get stuck into a pile of pancakes, with due deference to those of ‘Cymraeg’ origins. 

Shrove Tuesday is the day before the beginning of Lent, which if you follow common logic 
means that Lent begins on the 2nd of March this year, the day known as Ash Wednesday. 

And, historically Shrove Tuesday has been the day when folks cleared out the larder. They got 
rid of all the ‘naughty but nice’ kind of food, and lived simply during Lent as they tried to spend 
less time feeding their stomachs and more time feeding their minds and souls.  

Of course, the clearing out years ago would involve flour and eggs and milk - the basic 
ingredients of pancakes - hence the focus on pancakes for Shrove Tuesday. But, as with many 
festivals nowadays, we seem to focus on the rituals connected with them rather than the real 
reason why they were founded - and Shrove Tuesday is no exception. 

While years ago the biggest distraction from God was perceived as being food, with 
over-indulgence, excessive eating, and the subsequent spiritual sluggishness that follows this 
kind of behaviour, today, it’s a bit different. Pleasure today is found not only in food, which due 
to the immense variety can bring far greater enjoyment than years ago, but also in many other 
areas of life: fast cars, luxury holidays and leisure activities from sailing to mountain climbing, 
from skiing to bungee jumping. 

Pleasure is a good thing, but excessive pursuit of pleasure, which is indulging our own 
emotional desires to the limit, is one of the most effective ways of killing the Spirit of God 
within us.  

The Bible warns of the danger of ‘Worshipping the Creation’ - that is all that we see around us 
and the pleasure it brings, rather than the ‘Worshipping the Creator’ and that of course is God. 

Lent is the time when we try and find our way back. It’s the time to stop being a tourist, that is 
to say someone who’s wandering around just enjoying the experiences they stumble across; 
rather it’s a time to try and find our way back to being a pilgrim, because a pilgrim is someone 
who’s involved in a journey with some definite and specific purpose. 

As David Taylor, Associate Professor of Theology and Culture at Fuller Theological Seminary 
says, “Each year, around the latter part of winter, Lent arrives. It nearly always surprises me. 
Here it is once again, summoning me to change how I typically live.” 

I hope and pray that you journey through Lent in a way that will enable you to truly celebrate 
Easter. 

Blessings, 



 

 
Lent Course 2022 

‘Hope and Redemption’ 
A lent course which takes examples from the amazing film and show ‘The Greatest 

Showman’ to help us understand the place of ‘Hope’ and ‘Redemption’ in our lives. 

 

The course is about each of us and our future, about St John’s and its future, and we will 

be looking at how we become more effective Christians in our daily lives, and also how 

we become a more effective Church in relation to the community around us. 

The course will run in St John the Baptist & All Saints’ Church on 

Tuesdays during Lent at 2.30pm beginning with a screening of 

‘The Greatest Showman’ on 

Tuesday 8th March 

To register for the course please contact 

Rev’d Lottie Cranfield at charli.cranfield@yahoo.co.uk 

or by mobile on 07807 941528 

We hope you can join us as we look to the future together. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

FRIDAY 4th MARCH 

(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT) 

BUILD ON A STRONG FOUNDATION 

The service will take place at 

St John the Evangelist R.C. Church at 2.15pm 

As a single World Day of Prayer organisation, the three voices of England, Wales and Northern Ireland, 
have come together to present this year’s service, recognising our differences but also our common 
ground. 

Currently, the WDP National Committee includes 17 different Christian denominations. We 
allocate over 40 grants to national and international charities. We support prayer partners in Albania, 
sending representatives to visit the WDP in Albania on a regular basis. We continue to review what we 
do and to adapt to changes in communication and technology. 

Our office in Tunbridge Wells co-ordinates the distribution of service materials, including 
activities for children and youth and our website carries news of all we do. 

For more information, see https://www.wwdp.org.uk/2022-theme-and-country-ewni/ 

mailto:Charli.cranfield@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

PCC Treasurer Vacancy 

The PCC is looking for someone to take on 
the role of Treasurer. 

Initially this would involve working alongside 
the present Treasurer, Bill Henebury, for the 
coming year and then fully take over the role. 
Bill is currently supported by Kamal 
Antoun who is happy to continue in his 
support role during the transitional period 
and thereafter, as required. 

If you are interested, please contact 
vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org  

or Bill Henebury on 01347 239178 

ELECTORAL ROLL 

Every parish in the Church of England is required to maintain an Electoral Roll 
(ER), which is a list of all those lay persons who are entitled to vote in elections 
(for example in the election of Churchwardens and the PCC). It is updated annual-
ly, and to maintain currency, a complete new Electoral Roll is compiled every six years. 

A new ER was completed accordingly in 2019, and a copy is displayed on the notice-boards of 
both churches.  Thus, if you wish to exercise your vote at the forthcoming Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting (22nd May) please check that you are included, and if not complete a form and 
pass it to me at 11 Whiteoak Avenue or give me a call on 01347 823548 by 26th April. 

Blank election forms are available in both churches, or I would be pleased to deliver one to you 
if this is not convenient.  

Many thanks, Ian Peel 

Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box Appeal 2021 
Latest News 

I have received a video on my computer about the packing, sending and 
receiving of the shoeboxes.  If anyone would like to see it, let me know and I will 
forward it. 

There were 277,350 boxes sent from the UK to Liberia and Nigeria in Africa; Albania, Bosnia, 
Belarus, Moldova in Eastern Europe; plus to a country in the Middle East and to a country in  
Central Asia.  Different children receive each year.  Within each box given there is a booklet “The 
Greatest Gift” written in their own language and the children are later invited to find out more by 
learning about “The Greatest Journey”.  Some will, some won’t do this. A child who received a 
box many years ago is now in this country, volunteering with Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes, as her 
gift made such a difference to her. 

Boxes from Easingwold were sent to Eastern Europe; Moldova and Albania. 

Deacon Chris Peel (01347 823548) 

MIDDLESBROUGH  ASYLUM 

PROJECT 

Thank you to all who have contributed to this 

worthy cause. The contents of car and trailer 

were delivered safely on 16th February. 

The next trip will be in June with a particular 

request for young men's jeans and trainers. 

If you have any items which you could donate, 

please ring 01347 823548 to arrange delivery or 

collection.  Thank you. 

Deacon Chris Peel 



 

 

St John the Baptist Men's Group  

 

At the February meeting of the Men’s Group we had a healthy discussion about what a ‘Godly 
Retirement’ might look like in practice, and the balance between our life of faith and our life of 
leisure. It was also good to welcome three new members to the Men’s Group which continues 
to steadily grow in numbers. 

Our next meeting will be on 

Friday 4th of March at 10am in  

‘Morning Coffee Afternoon Tea’ on Long Street in Easingwold 

where we meet in the restaurant area [turn right when you come in through the door and 
continue to the far area of the restaurant]. On that occasion one of our members will be 
sharing the experience of their faith journey – how they came to faith and also where their life 
of faith has taken them [both geographically and spiritually]. After that we will be giving some 
thought to the perceived tensions between ‘Faith and Science’. But before either of those we 
begin with an appetising breakfast of bacon sandwich, tea or coffee of your choice, all provided 
by our host Brian at ‘MCAT’ for the bargain price of £5 [breakfast is optional]. 

If you would like to join us then please just come along, or if you would like further details 
please contact me at easingwoldrev@gmail.com or on 07709 827122. 

With every blessing 

Rev’d John 

Formerly known as The Church of England Children’s 
Society, the CS is a UK charity, allied to the Church of 

England.  Its aims are to improve the lives of disadvantaged children and young people, and to 
create a positive shift in social attitudes towards them. 

We as a parish have supported it for many years through both direct donations and 
individual collection boxes which are held by parishioners, and in which loose change can be 
collected. I have boxes if you would like one. 

Boxes are opened in April and September each year, so the April collection will be due next 
month. The proceeds should be given to me for forwarding, either in cash or ideally in the form 
of a cheque payable to “The Children’s Society”.  If you do not hold a box, but wish to support 
young people in this way, I would be delighted to pass any donations, anonymously if you 
prefer, to the Society on your behalf. 

Ian Peel   (01347 823548)       

mailto:easingwoldrev@gmail.com


 

 

SERVICES AND EVENTS: MARCH 2022  
To contact Revd Margaret Young, tel: 01347 821394 

or email: vicar@easingwoldraskelfanglican.org 
The Vicar’s day off is Monday 

Children are welcome at all our services  

 

 

 

Services at Easingwold 

Sunday and Wednesday 9.00 am—Holy Communion 

Sunday 10.30 am—Holy Communion 
(The 10.30 am service will be available on Zoom on 6th and 20th March. 

If you wish to join the service on Zoom, please contact Lottie on 

charli.cranfield@yahoo.co.uk ) 

 

Wednesday 2nd March—Ash Wednesday 

Evening Service at 7.30pm 

Sunday 13th March—Family Service at 4.30 pm 

Thursday 17th March 

Mothers’ Union Holy Communion at 10am 

Sunday 20th March—Café Church at 6.30 pm 

Bishop John will be joining us at Café Church when he will 

share with us his journey into faith. 

This is an informal service where we enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and 

biscuits and to which we hope that attendees will bring along a friend 

who has never been to church but might wish to see what it is all about  

 

Fridays —IGNITE at 3.45 pm in the Parish Church 

 

 

Services at Raskelf 

Sunday 6th and Sunday 20th March: 

Holy Communion at 10.30 am 



 

 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 

 

 

 

 

1st Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
  4.00 pm Evening Prayer/Evensong 
 Raskelf 10.30 am Holy Communion  
2nd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion  
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
  4.30 pm Family Service 
 Raskelf  No Service  
3rd Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
  6.30 pm Café Church —a relaxed informal service 
 Raskelf 10.30 am Holy Communion 
4th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
  4.00 pm May be a special service of  
   Taize or Healing on this or 5th Sundays  
 Raskelf  No Service 
5th Sunday: Easingwold 9.00 am Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Holy Communion 
 Raskelf  No Service 

 

Weekdays in Easingwold: 
 Wednesday 9.00 am Holy Communion 
 1st & 3rd Thursdays: 7.00-9.00pm—Women’s Group in the Parish Church 
 3rd Thursday 10.00 am Mothers’ Union Holy Communion 
 Friday 3.45 pm  at the Vicarage—Ignite (for older primary and 
  early secondary age groups) NB: Whilst Rev’d Margaret is 
  away on extended study leave, Ignite will be held in the 
  Parish Church 

Open The Book at 

Easingwold Primary School 

1st, 15th and 29th March 



 

 

Readings 
  

Evening Prayer in Easingwold is on the 1st Sunday in the month at 4pm 

 
6th March  Lent 1 Evensong 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11  Jonah 3 
Romans 10:8b-13  Luke 1:9-14 
Luke 4:1-13 
 
13th March Lent 2 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  Jeremiah 22:1-9 13-17 

Philippians 3:17-4:1  Luke 14: 27-33 

Luke 13:31-35  

 
20th March Lent 3 
Isaiah 55:1-9   Genesis 28:10:19a 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13  John 1:5-end  
Luke 13:1-9 
 
27th March Mothering Sunday 
1 Samuel 20-end   Isaiah 40:27-41:13 
Luke 2:33-35   2 Timothy 4:1-18  

From the Registers 

15th February: Pauline Bentley 
 

28th February: Lesley Marshall 

 

WOMEN’S GROUP 
 

A very informal group looking at ways to help one another and the community 
  

Meeting in the Parish Church, Easingwold 
 

1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month 7.00-9.00pm 
 

March dates: 3rd and 17th 



 

 

 

 

Wednesday 2nd March—Lite Bite Lunch at the 

Old Black Bull at 12 noon 

Sunday 6th March —Holy Communion at 10.30 am 

Sunday 20th March—Holy Communion at 10.30am 

 

 

PRAYER CORNER 

Prayer is at the heart of what the church offers to the community. At St John the 

Baptist and All Saints’, we join with you in your prayers for family, friends and 

all whom you care for. There is currently no access to the church to visit the 

prayer corner to write down the names of those you are concerned for. If you 

would like prayers for yourself or another, or for those who, at this time, are 

struggling with anxiety, loneliness and isolation, our small, confidential and 

dedicated circle of people will pray for you/them. If you would like prayer, 

please contact Reverend Lottie Cranfield 07807 941528.  

Please include in your prayers this month:  

 All who live within the area bounded by Uppleby, Spring Street & Crabmill Lane 

 Those who use the cricket ground, tennis courts, bowling green & Memorial Park 

 Those who work at, or visit, the Health Centre; district nurses and chiropodists; all those 
struggling with dementia and those who care for them 

 Those in Raskelf who live in Westmoor Lane & its associated roads 

Children’s Church Services at Easingwold 
 

IGNITE 
for 7-13 year olds (approx) 

Fridays at 3.45 pm 
at the Parish Church 

FAMILY SERVICE 
2nd Sunday in the month 

4.30 pm at the Parish Church 
 

Craft — Singing — Drama—Bible Stories — Prayers 
Please contact Rev’d Lottie on 07807 941528 for more details or just turn up 



 

 

 

 

A special Choral Evensong service to celebrate the 
70th Anniversary of the Accession of Queen Elizabeth II 
was held at our church on 6th February. We were joined 
by the Right Rev’d Dr John Thomson, Bishop of Selby, 
who led the service, and the Easingwold Deanery 
Ecumenical Choir, with organist John Dunford and 
conductor Peter Smith. 

After the organ Introit “O Taste and See” by Vaughan Williams, we were welcomed and the 
service was introduced by Rev’d Lottie Cranfield, Associate Minister of Easingwold with Raskelf. 
Initial Prayers and Responses were led by Bishop John. The Choir sang Psalm 150, “Magnificat” 
and “Nunc Dimittis”, in arrangements by Stanford, interspersed with scripture readings from 
Hosea and Paul’s Letter to the Colossians. 

Bishop John led us in the Creed and Prayers and Responses, before the Choir performed the 
traditional Coronation Anthem “Zadok the Priest”. 

In his address, Bishop John first complimented the Choir on their rendering of Zadok, wishing he 
could hear it again!  He reminded us of the first broadcast of the new Queen back in 1952, when 
she dedicated herself as a servant of God and her people. We rejoice that she is a Servant 
Queen, patterned on Christ. Taking her cue from Christ, as a monarch she is accountable to God. 
She has become the ‘social cement’ of a diverse society. She is a sign of God among us, as 
epitomised in the day’s scripture readings. She is a servant of God and her people. We thank her 
for this: Queen Elizabeth II, the Servant Queen! 

After a hymn and a Blessing by Bishop John, the service concluded with the National Anthem 
and the Organ Voluntary: Chorale Prelude ‘If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee’ by J.S.Bach. 

Our grateful thanks to Bishop John, to Peter Smith and the Choir and John 
Dunford, for such a professional performance, and to all who helped to organise and run this 
inspiring service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M.W. 



 

 The following extracts are from the March 1952 edition of the 

Easingwold with Raskelfe Parishes Magazine 

and 

Crayke Parish News 

KING GEORGE VI. 

“O man greatly beloved; peace be unto thee.” 

T HERE have been in our history kings and queens more powerful, more romantic, 

those who have exercised a greater influence in the affairs of state, but none 

perhaps who in a quiet and humble way gave such steady Christian influence to our 

national life as did King George VI.   If we enquire why this should have been so it was 

because he was a man greatly beloved. He lived through tumultuous times and played his 

part gallantly to the end. He was a sincere man, a lover of home with a high standard of 

personal life; steadfast in purpose and mindful of his God. Like a golden thread his 

religion ran through his life; a life shot through with Christian grace.    We must be 

grateful to God for having had such leadership. Now he has passed from us, this man 

greatly beloved.  It is well with the King.  May God grant him eternal rest and peace. 

 In his stead there rules his daughter. We can expect much from a Queen nurtured in a 

happy Christian home. We pray that she may be protected and guided by Almighty God 

through a happy and peaceful reign. 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. 

 THE BELFRY. On the day of the King’s death Mr. R. E. Smith, the doyen of our 

ringers, tolled a bell fifty-six times at minute intervals. This was the fourth occasion that 

Mr. Smith had performed the same act for he was present in the belfry to toll the bell at 

the deaths of Queen Victoria, Edward VII, and King George V. 

 The opportunity is seized to express gratitude to Mr. E. Burton and his band of ringers 

for the admirable manner in which they rang the half-muffled peals during the time of 

mourning for our late King and on the day of the funeral. We, all of us, should be 

grateful for the time and thought spent in making continuous use of our excellent peal. 

Their work gives joy to many of us. 

 THE KING’S MEMORIAL SERVICES. Both at Easingwold and Raskelfe the 

Churches were full on the occasions of our Memorial Services, that at Raskelfe being held 

on the evening of the day of the royal funeral and at Easingwold on the following Sunday 

morning. That at Easingwold was attended by representative bodies from all spheres of 

our civic life. On the day of the funeral the scholars from the Schools in both parishes 

attended Church for their own services. Here as elsewhere in our land the Church was 

able to lead our sorrow into the channels of Christian faith and hope. Through each of the 

services there ran the moving recognition of the fact that with the burial of our King we 

were remembering with gratitude and laying to rest a faithful soldier and servant of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

 

 

If you would like to raise money for 
Easingwold with Raskelf Anglican Churches without 
it costing you any extra money then please consider 
joining easyfundraising.  

How does it work?  
 The easyfundraising organisation works with over 4300 retailers who have agreed to pass 

on a donation to a given good cause when a purchase is made via the easyfundraising 
website.  

 There are no catches and it’s 100% free! 
How do you join? 

 Click on www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/easingwoldwithraskelfpcc to go to the 
easyfundraising.org.uk website to create an account by clicking on the red Join Us button. 

 Enter your First Name, Last Name, Email address and choose a password, then click on the 
green Create my Account button. 

How do you shop once registered? 
 Go to the website easyfundraising.org.uk and log in (if not already logged in) with your 

email address and the password you chose. 
 Once logged on, click on the dropdown lists on the green taskbar to find the retailer you 

want, e.g. click on ‘Entertainment and Leisure’ then ‘Food and Wine’ to see shops like 
Sainsbury’s, Tesco or Waitrose; or click on Electricals then ‘Home Appliances’ to see shops 
like Amazon, John Lewis or Argos. 

 Click on the retailer you want to use then click on the Go Shopping button to buy online in 
the usual way. 

 When you make a purchase a donation will be made to Easingwold with Raskelf Anglican 
Churches PCC. 

EDCCA 
Easingwold District Community Care Association 

 
Office hours are Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 09.30 am to 12.30 pm 

and we can be contacted by telephone on 01347 822875 
or by email  info@edcca.org.uk 

 The services that we can offer to our clients are befriending and telephone befriending 
plus sitting which covers those who have either a confirmed or possible diagnosis of 
Dementia. 

 We continue to offer help with collecting shopping and prescriptions. 
 Our Meals on Wheels service continues to offer a tasty, hot nutritious meal 5 days per 

week. 
 Our crossword club meets weekly here in the Police House. They are a small, select group 

but welcome new members. 
 We have a wheelchair hire service, for those who may require one. 
 The Easingwold Foodbank now comes under the EDCCA umbrella and can be reached on 

the main EDCCA telephone number 01347 822875, this serves Easingwold and the 
surrounding areas. 

Our team of dedicated volunteers are here to help 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/easingwoldwithraskelfpcc/
mailto:info@edcca.org.uk


 

 
Parish Passes for 

York Minster 

 

The Parish pass scheme for visits 

to York Minster has gone digital! 

 

Anyone one who wishes to use the scheme 
to visit the Minster must make a reservation 
in advance as the number of daily visitors is 

strictly limited. 
 

A reservation for a specific date and time can 
be made via the Minster website: 

www.yorkminster.org  or by telephoning 
01904 557275 to make a booking. 

 

Parts of the Minster are closed from time to 
time so visitors must check the calendar on 

the website or telephone to find out. 
 
 

Parish passes are obtainable from the 
PCC Secretary 

Email: hazelhenebury@aol.co.uk 
or phone 01347 239178 

mailto:hazelhenebury@aol.co.uk


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
MORNING COFFEE AFTERNOON TEA AT THE NEW INN 

62-66 LONG STREET, EASINGWOLD, YO61 1HT 

Open: 
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 8.00am to 5.00pm 

Thursday 8.00am to 7.30pm 
Friday & Saturday 8.00am to 8.30pm 

Sunday—Closed 

 

We are a coffee shop and licenced restaurant in the 
community of Easingwold. 

Driven by our Christian faith we support the community in 
offering voluntary placements and funding to 

local organisations. 

They have included overseas placements, local school 
football kits, the local cricket club and local charities. 

The restaurant is a development of the business within 
the community. 

The building allows us to facilitate local groups for events. 

 

Tel: 01347 821692 

Email: info@mc-at.co.uk 

Website: www..mc-at.co.uk 

mailto:INFO@MC-AT.CO.UK

